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HE o$ce,;from $eaven t; . tefifyin^ at John's 

Baptifrhv -of. Jefus undertaking to fulfil. all Rigbte- 

oufn>fs, This ' is vay beloved -Son, in whom I am well 
plea-fed, and; which icame to him again from 'the excellent 
Glory on tht > holy ~ Mount* where Mofes and Eilias were 
talking with him of -his Dece afe which he Jhoutd accom* 
flijh at Jerufalerti,' ..is God's Anfaw to thefe moft .import- 
ant of^allQueftiom* "Wherewith ihall I come before the 
ord ^ Wherewith will the ILord be pleafed ? ><wd> What 
ihall I?give^fdr-the (in of 'my foul? ; ;^ ; 



John Baptift, ifibo heard this Wee from Heayeti t 

derftood'it w'elii', ^hen-he jointed out Jefus, fajyivfei accor^ 

ding >ttr Abraham^ Faith and his Prophecy ^ when offering 

up bis Son, Behold idae^arnbbf God, that taketh away 

the fin of ^ \thew0rld. .But. jo did not the Multitude of 

the Jews who followed Jefifs, ready to take him for their 

King, md their iPnophet alfo, to fetch them what they 

poulddo, that they might -work the Works of God for the 

attaining rfjiernahLifet but'Couldnot hear him, and left 

'following 'him, when he toldcthemy that he came down 

from Heaven, fent fy Jbe -Fdther^ to give -his flefh for 

the -life of the world;; and that this is the true bread 

s froim'heaven> making everyone that eateth of it live eter- 

nailyt .and'ftve from the Dead, ffieir Unbelief and Mur- 

muring againft this didnot:furprife Jefus, who knew the 

-natural Bent of the Heart of Man to Ms own Rigbteouf- 

-fiefs, (ibe tnfyM.tygU&wfotJf-$} ffltntyt and toward the 

earthly Life he was framed for as the Reward' of it : And 

therefore he /aid to them^ JSTo man caiivcome to me, ,ex 

cept the Father which shath ieiit .me .draw him ; ,and I 

will raife himVttp at- the laftsday. :He (Iwwed 'them, that 

\this fupernatMrat Influence wf 'power, which* brought him 

into 'the World., 'and will raife the Dead) and now draws 
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Ky Sacrifice for eternal Life, comes upon them fy 
divine Teaching : So that every one of theje^ and none but 
they who are taught, of God to know this, that was a hard 
Saying to thoje Jews, come unto him for the eternal Life 
that is through his giving his Flefh for the Life of the 
World. 'The Gofpel teftifymg that God is well pleafed in 
Jefus Chrift his. beloved Son, makes Imprejfion upon ths 
Hearts of 'many Men t as Seedfown in them. But Jefus 
diftingttijhes them who bring forth the, Fruit of it, from 
' fever al other 's, who alfo receive it with Joy, and fpr ing 
up in the Profeffion of it^ : by this, that they hearing if, 
underftand it: And thefe only -are they who receive it in a 
good and honeft heart, i. e. who receive it in Love, For 
the Apoftle fpeaks of Prof e for s of the Faith who received 
Hot the love of the truth that they might be faved ; while 
the true Knowledge or Faith of it worketh by love in 
them that receive it, as it is indeed the word of God 
Thefe then only know the "truth, and that no Lye is of it* 
No wonder therefore if all others, prof effing it, and not fo 
ynderftanding it, change the truth of God, in -their 
own Minds, into a lye. ' And this appeared under the 
Eye of the Apoftles, who complained of Chriftian Teacher s$ 
perverting the Gofpel of God's Grace in the Juftifaation 
'pf Sinners by the Faith of Chrift, and of the Ear that was 
given to them> even among thofe who had been made Bi~ 
fciples by the Teaching of the Apoftles. But tkefe faft 
Perverters of the Gofpel were only a Sample rf that grand 
Apoftafy from the Faith, under fame Profeffion of it$ that 
was to come, when God would Jend on them that received 
' wot -the Love of the Truth, ftrong delufiofl that they 
Should believe a lye. And fo we need not expeft to find 
the Apoftolical Knowledge and Acknowledgment of this 
Truth among them ^/MChriftians, unlefs we can find any 
of thefe whomitpleafes God to teach it, and who believe in 
the Son of God through the Word of his Apojtles: All 
others will follow the natural Bent to Self-righteoufnefa 
and according to that underjtand the Go/pel which they 
profifs to believe, 

. if 
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'If we Jhould fearchfor the Knowledge of tie Truth th 
the Writings of the Fathers of thejrjl Ages after the j& 
poftles, we Jkall find few of them in the Sentiments of the 
two Authors thatjhall be here Jet forth, Tkejkfi is, Cle- 
ment 0/Rome, who had confer fed with theApoftles, and 
wrote, in the End of the firft Century, anEpiJtk in the 
Name of the Church then fojourning in Rome, to that in, 
Corinth. And what he wrote, may be taken as the Senfe 
of the old Apqflolical Roman Church, in oppofttion to the 
new. ^ It was this : " And we then who are called by his 
"Will in Chrift Jefus, are not juftified by anything of 
" ours, neither by our own Wifdom, or Undemanding, or 
" Godlinefs, or Works which we have wrought in Holme fs 
" .of Heart ; but by the Faith by which the almighty God 
" hath juftifad all who have been from the Beginning?* 
The fecond is, the Author of the Epftk'to Diognetus, 
placed among]} the Works of that Chriftian Philofopher 
Juftin Martyr; Though it can be none of his ; yet it muft 
have been writ in the fecond Century, and probably under 
the Reign of Marcus Antoninus, who reflem on the Ob- 
Jiinacy oftheQhri/tians in fufering the Death to which 
\tbey were then condemned. And though it expreffes not 
the Senfe of thofe Philofopher s and Difputers who wrote 
m the latter half of that Century, and are called the Fa- 
thers, and held in great Veneration, while, as to this great 
Truth of the Gofpef, they may well be reckoned the Blind 
leading the Blind; yet the Senfe of the many plain fimple 
Chrifttans that were great Sufferers in that Time, is ex- 

preffed in thefe Words of the Epifile to Diognetus.^ - 

" He gave his own Son a Price of Redemption for us, the 
" holyonefor^ranfgreffors.oftheLaw, the Jnnocent for 
" the Evil, theJufifortheUnjuft, the Incorruptible for 
the Corruptible, the Immortal for the Mortal For 
< what elfethan his Righteoufnefs was ableio' : cover our 
" Sins? In whom is it poffible for us the Vranfgrejfors 
" and Ungodly to be jujttfied, but in the Son of God alone ? 
" 0- the fweet Exchange! the unfearchable Artifice I 
v -the unexpe&ed Benefits / That the Dfifadieme of 
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*? many^/hould'be, covered in a righteous one, lut tie Righ- 
*' c teoufnefsofoneJhouldjuftifymanyDifobedient!" This 
Way offpeaking, Jo rare to be found in the Writings of the 
Faifoers,, i$ fhe Language of one that knows the Truth, 
and loves ft. ,'And this that-, is here -faid,, was it' that a- 
mmated the -many : Chriftians of that time to fuffer Death 
for the 'Name of Chrijl, as 'they did to the Afloni/hment of 
the Philosophers, and even, of the philofophical Emperor I 
fel 



When the World was brought under the Chriftian Name, 
and the Roman Empire became Chriftian, by other Means 
than commending the 1-ruth to- the Confidences of Men -, 
we may be very Jure, the Gofpel tbef received, was a, per- 
verted one. And, though where-ever the Teftimony of God, 
and the Import of Chris's. Death and- Refurreffion, fet | 
forth in the. Apojlolic Scriptures^ was heard of, there f 
wright be fome taught of God, andfaved, fo. coming to the : | 
Knowledge- of the 'Truth j. yet. this, could not appear in the | 
Profejfion that the Chriftian florid made of Gbr.ifriamty. : | 

'The Reformation from T?opery began by- the Manifefta-, | 
tion of the Irutb from the Scriptures, which thenraifedi 
'a- great Flame of Zeal for that. Truth among all Sorts of\ 
People, againft the Popifh Merit of good Works. 'The I 
Story of- our poor Country-woman that boldly fuffer ed for | 
it-j- i-s worthy- to be held in Remembrance, though it bel 
very homely^ HerPerfecutor's, labouring to reclaim- her ^ 
to 'their' -''Merit of good Works-, gave her their Diftinffions | 
on the 'Merit of- the working of the [e. But to -all they % 

-, , J . o .' J J ''/.-% 

could 'fay, her Anfwer '-at laft was, Work here, work | 
there ; wliat Working is- all : this ? No i WoHis will fiive i! 

. ' ' O- '. '""-'(/ i ; ^ 

me I?ut Chrift's Works. ' . ' ... V 



Luther -knew, the Truth well; and,, calling it 'the. Ar- 
ticle of J'uJ^iJication, faid that it reigned- in\his: &&art 
And CaMji alfp. feems; to- have learned it- fy\ other- Mtairt \ 
than thofe'* 'by: which he became an eloquent -'Qralor 1 and 
, He, with many- others, contended earneftly | 
' for 
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for the faith that was once delivered to the faints \ 
they did not ftudy to gather thofe wha appeared fa know 
the Truth by divine Teaching, and to love one another for 
'the Truth* $ fake, into Churches after the Plan of' the A- 
pojlles though the Enemies of the Truth were then 'begin- 
'ning to affociate them/elves againft it, in Separation from 
the Roman Church: For they laboured in building nati- 
onal Churches, But it is not to be imagined, that the 
Proteftant Nations, or the Bulk of their Teachers trained 
up in the Wifdom of the Scribe and Dijputer of this Wovld^ 
were brought to the Knowledge of the Word of Faith by 
divine Teaching. And therefore the firft Zeal for the 
Truth abated, and Nature 'prevailed, as it will always do 
in the Nations of this World. 

When, amongft the Proteftant Clergy^ Nature was 
'gaining Ground of the Revelation that had been fome way 
confejfed in their public Standards and Forms of Faith j 
then the Doffirine of J unification, for which the Reform- 
ers had Jhewsd fo much Zeal, fuffered a great Eclipfe by 
'means of the Arminian Controverfy. We have this re- 
markable Story from the Letters of Grotius, epift. u* 
part i. p. 3. " When Mr Barnevelt, in a Jhort Speech 
which he made to the Profeffor-s, faid, among other 
'< Things, he thanked God, that there was no Dijpute a- 
<c bout the chief Articles of the Chriftian Religion -, Go- 
marus anfwered, having ajked Leave to fpeak, That 
fuch were the Opinions of his Colleague, 'in the Articles 
controverted betwixt them, that he would not ftand fo 
minded before God the Judge. While he faid many 
Things bitterly againft Armmius,- and called his Opini- 
ons impious and profane, he yet fcarce fpake -any thing 
>of Predeftination. But he inveighed principally and 
mainly againft that Way of Thinking which makes Faith 
the Objeff or Matter of Jujlification, but Chrift's 
Righteottfnefs the meritorious Caufe of that Juftificati- 
tion which is of Faith. Mofi Members of \the States 
u had judged this to be not much. more than a Logomachy. 
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'* c 7&, 00 /&* contrary, thought there was a great Thing I 
* e in OjUeftion." I 

Whatever the Members of the States or Grotius might | 
think of the Di/pute on this Queftion , yet 'it would appear ? J 
. ; Gomariis was here holding the Cohtroverjy with Armini- ;| 
us, by the very Hinge on which it all 'turns ; as far as the \ 
Chriftian Religion is concerned in it. He fpake like one ; j 
'.that was obferving the Jjpeft of his Colleague's Do firing I 
toward that grand diftinguijhing Article of the Chriftian ] 
Religion, the Juftification of a Sinner before God by ths I 
Faith of ChriJL His Anfwer to Barnevelt plainly jhews, ; 
that, in this Controverfy with his Colleague, he was not \ 
much minding any philofophical Difputes about Liberty 
and Necejflity, or whether any Man could be virtuous with- 
out divine Energy , as fuch Things had been treated of by 
the Heathen Philofophers \ but that he difyuted with Ar- 
mimits in the View of the grand Article of the Chriftian 
.Religion, againft which he thought his whole Scheme of 
Do&rine was levelled, but efpecially what he faid exprefsly 
tf Juftification by Faith 5 very agreeably indeed to his other 
tenets, but moft difagreeably to the Doffrine sf the Re- 
former Si and to his View of the Apoftolic. Doffrine ofju*- 
jlification by Faith, which Luther had called Articulus 
ftantis ant cadentis ecclefite* 

He fpake like one that had been confidering what In- 
fluence the Sentiments of Arminius would have upon 
his own Heart, if he jhould entertain them there, and 
that with refpefi to no lefs a Matter than the Ground of 
.his Confidence in coming before God for Acceptance with 
him. He would not fiandupon the Sincerity of his Faith 
before the one Lawgiver and Judge, who is not to be plea- 
Jed without a perfetl Obedience, and with whom there is 
no Remi/jion of any Tranfgreffion of his Law without the 
fljedding of Ghrift's Blood. He would not pretend to be- 
come righteous before this God by the Sincerity of his Faith*, 
but only by the Perfection of it, even that which he belie- 
ved, 



[ ix 

viz. the Blood of the. Son of God, and his Obedience^ 
bis Righteoufnefs who was delivered for our offences, 
and raifed again for our juftification. For to him it was 
the fame Thing to bejuftified by his Faith y as- to be made 
righteous by Chrift's Obedience ^ and to be juftified by bis 
Blood. He^ would not be juftified by what he himfelf did 
in believing, but by what he believed Chrift had done for 
Sinners. For this was the Apoftolic Faith ', and this was 
the Faith of the Reformers from Popery ', that, in oppofi- 
tion to all the Ways wherein Sinners fought to come before 
God, and make him pleafed with them, God .is well plea- 
fed in Jefus Chrift his beloved Son, whom he raifed from 
the Dead, therein demonftrating himfelf fully reconciled by 
his Death. It feems it appeared to Gomarus perfectly 
inconjiftent with this Faith wherein he would ffiand before 
God, to be perfuaded, that Go,d was not well pleafed, in 
Chrift' s Obedience tothe<T)eath, with any Man, but only 
made placable to every Man that Jhould pleafe him by a 
true Faith, fulfilling the Condition of Reconciliation. But, 
agreeably to this, Arminius held, That there was no E-, 
ieffiion of any Man, through Chrift' s dying for him, but 
only upon the Forefight of his fulfilling the Condition of 
believing. And as it is manifeft the Faith of Gomarus 

: O J J *l 

find that of Arminius were vaftly different about God's 
being well pleafed in his beloved Son -, it is alfo manifeft^ 
that to believe in a revealed Righteoufnefs already wrought^ 
to be imputed without Works, in oppojition to our working 
of any thing to. make ourfelves righteous, can never pro- 
ceed from any natural Principle or Difpojition in Man,, 
originally framed to live by his own Obedience. And, a$ 
the Revelation of this imputed Righteoufnefs is altogether 
fupernatural -, fo muft be the Belief of its Sufficiency in the 
Heart of a Man, for his Juftification. therefore Go- 
marus, knowing this in himfelf, contended, 'That this. 
Faith in .the Heart -of a Man behoved to proceed fromfu- 
pernatural, irrefiftible, and efficacious Grace, the Jams 
that gave Chrift to die for him, and raifed him again for 
his Juftificatioih fberea& the Frith of Arminius being 

the 



the Belief of no fuch 'Thing, but fame ^Effort in the Soul 
of -d Man to diftinguijh himfelf before God, by fulfilling, 
the Condition -of Reconciliation or 'term of Acceptance with 
him, might- be produced by Nature, affifted with the com- 
mon Grace: And fa it was agreeable to him-to -contend, That 
there was no fuch Thing as fupernatural, fpecial, and ir- 
rejiftible Grace in the Cafe. ' ' ' 

Thus Gomarus, the firft Oppofer of Arminius and his 
"Doftrine, made the : whole Controverjy turn upon that 
grand Head of the Chriftian -Religion, Juftification by the 
Faith of-Chrift : And that being a Matter of the greateft 
Importance to him, he could not patiently hear Barnevelt 
thanking God, that there was no Difpute betwixt them 
about the capital Points of the Chriftian Religion. But 
they that 1 came after Gomarus, turned the Edge of the 
Difpute again ft Armimanifin of from the Article of Jufti- 
fication, making all the Controverfy turn 'upon Grace and 
Free-will, -and contending moft earneftly for the Freedom 
and Efficacy of Grace in the Converfion of a Sinner -, fo 
that thofe Divines who held by this, were ftili accounted 
not much lefs than orthodox, though they agreed with Ar* 
minius as to Redemption and Justification H>y Faith. 

And the Conference of this Change of the Arminiari 
Controverjy from that Way wherein Gomarus held it, was 
a great Alteration in the Strain of Preaching even amongfl 
the moft zealous Calvmifts. For in place of free Juftifi- 
cation by God* s.Grace through the Redemption that is in 
Cbrift's Blood, much infifted on by the Reformers againft 
the Roman Church, even as it had been before by the A- 
poftles againft the Jews and Judaizing Chriftians, labour- 
ing more in Jetting 'forth the revealed Right eou/nefs to be 
believed, againft every 'Thing oppofed to it, than in any De- 
fcriptions of the Exercife of the Mind and Heart in belie- 
ving ', they now began to in/fft much more in their Sermons 
. on free electing Grace, but efpecially on the efficacious 
Power of that Grace in the Converfion of the Eleff, work* 

ing 
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ing' unfeigned Faith in them, and-. turning them- to- Gbd in 
afmcere Repentance. And when this took the Place, of the 
Anfwer of a good. Conscience toward God by Chriffs Re- 
furrefiion, as the. Spring of Chriftian Religion ; :,it was. 
attended, with large Defer iptians, how a Man (hould find 
himfelf under the Operation, of that free and tfficacious 
Grace, calling him: effectually,, regenerating and convert- 
ing him to receive Ghrift by a true Faith, and to; Repent- 
ance unto, Life-, while the. things fet forth in the [e De- 
fer ipt ions were not Things accompanying Salvation^ like 
the Work and Labour of Love, the Fruit of Faith in the 
Blood, of the -Son of God Jhed for the Remi/ton of Sim. 
The EffeSi of this Strain jfDo&rine upon -them; that 
hearkened to it, was, their feeking Peace with God and 
Reft to their Conferences by what they might feel in them- 
jelves, the Motions of their Hearts, and the Exercifes of 
their Souls, in compliance with the Call to Faith and Re- 
pentance, under that efficacious Operation of Grace, which 
they hoped to find in ufmg thofe Means whereby they fuppo- 
fed it to be conveyed. Or if they could perfuade themf elves 
that they had found it, then they looked on themfelves as 
already converted, and in a State of 'Favour with God$ 
comforting themfelves againft the Fears of lojing the divine 
Favour again, , by the Inamiffibility of Grace, or the Per- 
feverance of the Saints. 

But however different this be from the Doffrine 0/"Ar- 
minius concerning electing and converting Grace, and Per- 
feverance -,- yet it comes to the very fame thing with him 
at loft, as to the grand Point of the Jnftification of a Sin- 
ner before God. For, whether the Pbarifee, in the Pa- 
rable, oppofmg himfelf to the Publican, as more fit for 
Acceptance, did thank God in whole or in part for what 
he was, in dtftinffion from him and other Sinners ; yet 
his Confidence, in coming before him for Acceptance, was 
in what he found himfelf to be, "and in what he did, either 
by the necejjary Affiance of God's common Grace, or by 
the efficacious Operation ofhis-fpecial Grace, working all 

in 
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in hiwiirrejiftibly. How oppofite to this is the "Publican*} 
Way of. coming before God? Finding nothing about himfelf 
but what-, makes him the Objeffi of the divine Abhorrence , 
and having no better Thing to fay of himfelf than that he 
is a Sinner , and fo a meet Qbjeff for the divine Mercy 
and Grace jujlifying freely through the Propitiation for 
Sin, fet. forth to declare the divine Jufticemjultifying the 
Ungodly -, he has no other Ground of Confidence but that- 
in appearing before God^ nor- any thing elfe to encourage 
him to hope for his Favour and Acceptance with him : And 
fo his Addrefs to God is in thefe Words, God be propi- 
tious to me a Sinner. Now he went down to his hotifo- 
juftified rather than the other. 
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JUSTIFICATION by FA i T H 

' F 

Agreeable to Common Senfe, ;^ 



HE Terms .juflify and Juftijkation, are .In 
the facred Writings, particularly thofe of the 
Apoftle Paul, made ufe of to fignify the ac- 
quitting of a Perfon in Judgment, or deci* 
ding. in favour of one whofe Condut is the Subjeft oiF 
Examination. This general Idea they retain when ap- 
plied to Perfons of very different Characters and Beha- 
viour. Juftification iuppofes, that a Charge or Accufa^ 
tion is brought or may be laid againft a Perfon, as ha- 
ving been guilty of wrong Gondu&. And when he is 
juftified, it muft be, either by finding the Charge to be 
falfe, and then Juftification proceeds upon ftri& Juftice ; 
or it muft be by finding the Charge to be true, and then 
Juftification is an Acquittance from Punifhment, and is, 
the Effect of Mercy and. Favour. j 

We have Inftances of Juftification in both thefe Ways 
in Scripture. God is. faid to be juftified from the Charge 
of doing any thing unworthy of his Perfections, or in-, 
confident with moral R.eclitude ; as Rom. iii. 4. Let 
God be true \ 'That thou might ejl be juftified in thy fay^ 
ings, &c. Wifdom is juftifie.d of her children, Luke^vii.. 
35,; that is, the Difpenfations of Providence, whicH 
thoughtlefs prefiimptuous Men are apt to cenfure, are 

A . acknowledged^, 



acknowledged, by thofe who attentively confider them, 
to be wife and good. 

In the fame "Way, God juftifies an innocent Perfbn ; 
one who is either innocent in the whole of his Behavi- 
our, or who though he is guilty in other Things, is ne- 
verthelefs clear of the particular Crime laid to his Charge. 
Thus the Pfalmift David frequently appeals to the 
righteous Judgment of God againft the falfe and flan- 
derous Accufations of his Enemies. 

As the Knowledge of God is infallibly certain, and 

his Judgment according to Truth, it is impoiftble he 

can juftify the "Wicked from an Accufation founded on 

TrutL He declares, Encod. xxiii. 7. I will not juftify 

the wicked. He requires thofe who aft in the Capacity 

of Judges, Dent. xxv. i . to juftify the righteous, and to 

condemn the wicked. "We are told Prov. -xvii. 15. He 

that juftifieth the. wicked, and he that condemneth the 

juft, even they both are abomination to the Lord. If. v. 

23. there is a Woe pronounced againft thofe who ju- 

ftify the wicked for reward, and take the right eoufnefs of 

the righteous -from him. In 'the fame Senfe is the Term 

juftify ufed by the Apoftle, when he fays, that by the 

deeds of the law no fiefo can be juftified in the fight of God] 

and gives this Reafon for it, That all Mankind, both 

Jews and. Gentiles,' are under Sin, and liable to the 

righteous Judgment of God ; that is, it is impoffible 

' that Sinners can, in the righteous Judgment of God, be 

declared innocent Perfons, or acquitted from the Charge 

of having tranfgrefled his Law. 

. Men may imagine themfelves innocent in thofe Inftan- 
Ces wherein they are guilty. Thus backfliding Ifrael 
juftified herfelf, J<?r. iii. 1 1. ; and our Saviour fays unto 
the Pharifees, Luke xvi. 15. Te are they which juftify 
your [elves before men ; but God knoweth your hearts, &c. 

In judging concerning others, we may be milled by> 
Prejudices, partial Affeftions, the Profpeft of worldly 
Advantage: But it is impoffible that God can pervert 
judgment, or .the Almighty .pervert juftice.iie ac- 
cept eth 



t 33..'" 

not the perfon of princes, and reg&rdeth not 
rich more than the -poor. . 

Agreeably to this, whatever jQiews the Falfehood of 
an Accufation, does in the Sight of God juftify a Perfon 
from that Accufation. , 

Thus Job was juftified from the Accufation of Satan, 
by holding faft his Integrity under Sufferings. And/ in 
general, any Perfbn is juftified from the Charge of falfe* 
Iy pretending to a good Chara&er, by that Behaviour 
which is the proper Evidence of this Chara&er. Thus 
Chriftians are juftified from the Charge of having only 
a hypocritical or ineffectual Faith, by their Works. 

When any Perfon is injured or mifreprefented, they 
can with a good Coiifcience refufe the Charge brought 
againft them j and this is a pleading Not-guilty with re- 
lpe& to that Particular. But if the Charge be true, it 
can never avail a Sinner in the Sight of God, to refufe 
the Truth of it. On the other hand, it muft be a great 
Aggravation of their Guilt. We may fee therefore, 
that in thofe Paflages of Scripture where Juftification is 
j[poke of, it is neceflary to our right underftanding of 
them, that we confider, whether they relate to the Ju- 
itification of a Perfon from a falfe Accufation, or to an 
Exemption from the Punifhment to which Guilt renders 
them liable. In the one Cafe it muft be an Act of Ju- 
ftice, in the other an Ad of Mercy and Grace. OF 
this Juftification the Apoftle declares all Mankind inca- 
pable. The great Queftion therefore is concerning the 
Juftification of a Sinner. "The Apoftle treats of this at 
large in the EpifUes to the Romans and Galatiam. And 
as this is owing entirely to the free Grace of God, we 
muft expecl: Juftification only in the Way in which, he 
has declared he will beftow it. 

That by Juftification in this Argument the Apoftle 
means, an Indemnity from that Pumihment to which the 
Law makes Tranfgreffbrs liable, and being admitted to 
all thofe Privileges that are confequent. upon being in a 
State of Favour with God, is evident from Juftification's 

A 2 being 
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tjeirig 6j>pofed i6- Condemnation, and from its feeing macfe 
ufe of as an Expreffion equivalent to the fardomng of 
"$>v and not imputing 'Iniquity. The whole Strain of* 
the Apoftle's Difeourfe does 1 fo manifeftly require it to 
be understood in this Senfe, that it is a very egregious! 
Miftake, to call it no worfe, in the Church of Rome, to 
maintain^ that by it the Apoftle nnderftands, the making 
a Perfon holy and jitft by the Infufion of inherent Righ- 
teoufheisi- For, whatever Connexion there is betwixt 
'San&ification and Juftificatwn, it is certain that the Words 
have as different Ideas, and convey as diftinel Meanings> 
as a Pardon granted by a Judge, and the Reformation 
of a Criminal* 

; From, the Account: given of the Terms juftify and Ju- 
ification^ compared with the feveral Pajflages of Scripture 
where- they are ufed, we may obferve, that thefe "Words 
are invariably made ufe of to fignify the acquitting of a 
Perfon in Judgment. Sometimes they are made, ufe of 
to fignify the Judgment of Men afting either in a private 
.or public Capacity ; a Judgment that may be either true 
or falfe ; a Judgment that may have considerable- Effels 
on the Happinefs of the Perfbn whofe Conduft is judged 
of, -and in other Cafes none at all ; a-t other times to ex- 
prefs the unerring and decifive Judgment of God. Butj 
in. all the Variety of Inftanees, it fignifies the acquitting 
of a Perfon in Judgment^ either from an Aeculation of 
from Punilhment ; and ftill- has; Condemnation for its 
Opposite* 

It muft conduce not a little to the miderftanding of 
the Apoftle's Doftrine, to confider who were the' Adver- 
faries againft whom he writes. To any one- who will 
bonfider this Matter attentively,, it will appear, that the 
Do&rines he teaches are partly in oppofition to the In- 
fidel Jews, and partly to refute the erroneous Opinions 
of Judaizing Chriftians,, 

And, frfi, as to the unbelieving Jews, it is evident, 
they maintained/ that Juftification and eternal Life might 
be attained by Obedience to the Law of M.ofes \ and 

- therefore 
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therefore that Faith HI. Jefus Chri# eould not be necrf 
fary to make them Partakers of thefe Bleffings : -Rom. sk 
2, .Ftfr / fo^r them record^ that they have a zeal of God 9 
but not according to knowledge. For they 9 being ignorant 
of God's righteoufnefs-y and going about to - eft abtijh their, 
own righteoufnefs^ have not- fubmifted. themfehes to the 
right eoufnefs of God. For Chrift is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth They Jfook- 
ed upon the Jewijh Law as fufficient to anfwer the great 
Purpofes of Juftification and eternal Life 5 and therefore 
that it was falfe to pretend, that thefe BMangs< could 
not be had without believing in Jefus Chrift. The Con-, 
fequence of this Opinion was, that the Death and Re- 
fur reftion of Jdus 1 Chrift were ufelefs for the great Ends 
for which the Gofpel declares they . were intended. This 
Cbnfequence the Apoftle particularly takes notice of 
Gal.'ii. 21. / do not fruftrate' the grace of God: for if 
right eoufnefs come by the- law-, then is Ghrift dead 1 in vain- ; 
and Gal t iii, 21. Is the law then againft the fromifes of 
God? God forbid / for. if there had been a law given which 
could have given- life-, then verily righPeoufnefi (houl'd have 
been by the 1 law, &C. So that the ApoMe had for his 
Adverfaries in this important Dbtrine, the- unbelieving 
Jews, who : denied the-Neceffity of Faith in Jefus Chrift 
for Juftirkation. 

idly, The Apofllfe confutes the- falfe Opinions of the 
Jewijh Chriftians, who though they owned the N'eeef- 
fity of believing in Jefus Chrift, yet were ftrongly at- 
tached to the Law of Mofes, and maintained that Jufti* 
fication could not be had without an exaeT: Conformity 
to the Law. They were- willing to allow, that Chriftia- 
hity was intended to perfecl: the Law of Mofes, and to 
fupply the Defers of it. j but could not be perfuaded> 
that the Defign of it was to abolifh the Jewifh Difpen- 
fation, and to put Mankind under a new Bilpenfation; 
of which the Jewijh- Law was not a Part. And there- 
fore they iiififted, that it was as neceflary for thofe who 

believed 
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Believed the Gbfpel to comply with the Law of Mofes f 
as .for the Jews who lived in former Ages. 

In opposition to the unbelieving Jews, the Apoftle 
.maintains, That by the aeeds of the law no fiefh can be 
jujiified in the fight of God ; and in oppofition to the Ju~ 
daizing Chriftians, That men are jujiified by faith ', with- 
out the deeds of the law, Rom. iii. 20. &V. Thefe are' 
the two great Points of the Apoftle's Doclrine, which he 
fupports by many Arguments, particularly in his E- 
piftles to the Romans and Galatians. Firft, the Apoftle 
aflerts, That by the deeds of the law noflejh can be.jufti- 
fad in the fight of God ; i. e. all Mankind, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, when they are judged according to 
the Law,, will be found Tranfgreflbrs. They cannot 
be acquitted, in the righteous Judgment of God, from 
the Charge of having finned, and having come ftiort of 
the Glory of God ; and therefore muft all of them be 
obnoxious to the Punilhment which the Law threatens 
againft Tranfgreflbrs. 

The Proof of this Point is what the Apoftle infifts 
upon in the preceeding Part of the Epiftle ; and in order 
to our having the more diftindl: View of it, it will be pro- 
per to look back to chap. i. from verf. 14. There the 
Apoftle declares, that however Chriftianity might be ri- 
diculed by Infidels as unreafbnable or ufelefs, yet that 
he was neither amamed to believe it, nor to ufe his En- 
deavours to bring over others to the Belief of it ; being 
fully perfuaded of its Ufefulnefs and Importance, and 
ef the Neceffity of Faith, in order to our receiving thofe 
Advantages which the Gofpel offers to all Mankind, 
both Jews and Gentiles : For 1 am not ajbamed^ &c. for 
it is the power of God unto falvation to every one that be* 
lieveth^ ' &c. 

The great Excellency of the Chriftian Religion lies 
in this, That it is calculated for the Salvation of Sin- 
ners. This gives it the Preference to all other Difpen- 
fations under which Mankind formerly were, and par- 
ticularly to the Jewifb Difpenfation, which the unbelie- 
ving 
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ving Jews maintained was of itfelf fufficient for this 
Purpofe. 

The two principal Things that Sinners ftand in need 
of, are, Deliverance from the Punimment of Sin, and 
from the Power and Dominion of it. The Apoftle 
maintains, that all other Difpenfations are inefFe&ual, 
'and actually have proved fo, for accomplilhing thefe 
great Purpofes ; but that both thefe Advantages will be 
attained through Jefus Chrift, by every one who really 
believes the Gofpel. 

In order to make out the firft Point, with refpeft to 
Juftification, or Acquittance from the Punimment of 
Sin, the Apoftle gives us a Defcription of the State, 
firft of the Heathen World, and then of the Jews. 

With refpeft unto the Heathen World, he obferves, 
that they were univerfally funk into Idolatry, and that 
Wickednefs prevailed to a moft enormous Height. 

He takes notice, that they did not want Means of 
forming jufter Conceptions of the Perfections of God ; 
thefe God had afforded them by his Works of Creation 
and Providence : But that, notwithftanding of this, they 
loft the Knowledge of the true God, and rendered that 
divine Worlhip due to him alone, unto the vileft Crea- 
tures. The Confequence of this Idolatry, both in the 
Nature of the Thing, and by the righteous Judgment 
of God, was, an univerfal Depravation of Manners. 
And they ftill retained fuch a Knowledge of the Differ- 
ence betwixt Good and Evil, as to fee that thofe who 
were guilty of fuch Crimes, were worthy of Death ; 
yet they not only did thefe Things, but had Pleafure 
in them that were guilty of them. 

This amounts to a clear and convincing Proof, that 
the Heathens could not be juftified by the Law or Light 
of Nature. And the Apoftle infmuates, in the 2 d chap- 
ter, that the Jews would readily give up the Caufe of 
the Heathens, and allow, that the Heathens, inftead of 
being juftified, muft be condemned. But then he brings 
the Matter home to themfelves, by telling them, that 

they 
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.as notorloufly tranfgrefled. the Law of -Mofes* 
asjhe Heathens had tranfgrefled the Di&ates of natural 

"nfcience. He obferves, chap. 2. from verf. 17. and. 
dcgpiwards, that they had fo Ihamefully tranfgreHed 
th moral Part of it, that the Name of God was through 
them blafphemed among the Gentiles ; and their Guilt 
was iughly aggravated from their being favoured with a 
clearer Difcovery of the Will of God than the Heathen 
Worldhad. . , 

" But the Jews had (till one/Refuge, by which they 
imagined they could elude the Force of the Apoftle's 
Charge againft them, viz. That though they had broke 
the moral Law, yet they had made amends for thi,s, by 
the exact Obfervation of the ceremonial Part of it. This 
Plea. the Apoftle reje&s: Rom. ii. from verf, 25. &V, 
^QT-drcurndfton verily profiteth^ if thou keep the law:-. 
t>ut if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcifion is 
made uncircumcifion^ . &c> He afterwards proves, chap, 
iii. verf. 9. &c. from exprefs Declarations of Scripture, 
that their Behaviour was as immoral as that of the Hea-. 
them \ and therefore concludes, That by. the deeds of the 
law, no flejh can bejuftified in God's fight '; for by the law 
is the knowledge offrn. _ . . 

. Before we proceed farther, it may not be amifs to 
fubjoin the following Obfervadons. And, 

1. "When the Apoftle aflerts, that by the Deeds of 
the Law none can bejuftified, it' is very evident he means* 
that they cannot be. acquitted from the Charge of having, 
tranigrefled the Law of God. The Judgment of God 
is, that they who do theje things are worthy of death^ 
Rom. i. 32, Not the hearers of' the law arejuft before 
God) but the doers of the law (hall bejuftified^ Rom. ii. 13. 
And, not to bejuftified, is to be judged as a Sinner, and 
to become guilty before God. 

2. That when the Apoftle fpeaks of the Law by way 
of Eminence, or without any Reftri&ion or Qualifica- 
tion, he means the Law of Mofes f , For he fpeaks of 
the Gentiles as being without the Law,, and the Jews as 

under 
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tiles had fuch a Knowledge of their Duty. by the Light 
of Nature, as might be called, a Law, Rom. ii. 14; 

3. When the Apoftle fpeaks of the ' jewiffi Law, .he 
means not only the ceremonial, but nioral Part of it, 
It is that Law whereby the Jews knew the Will of 
God, and did approve the Things that are more excel- 
lent ; that Law whereby they were taught to .abhor I- 
dols, not to commit Adultery, not to fteal, and, by 
which, in general, is the Knowledge of 'Sin. '' 

4. By the Law, it is plain the Apoftle underftands, 
the Rule of our Duty ihf breed by proper Sanctions; yet 
fo as not to include any Promifes of Mercy and Forgive- 
nefs to Tranfgreflbrs. For thefe Prbmifes. the Apoftle 
afcribes to another Difpenfation, which ne carefully dlf- 
tinguifhes from the Law, Rom. iv. 13, "&c.- For^ the 
promife was not to Abraham or his feed through the law., 
c. ; and Gal iii. 7. 8. &c. Know ye therefore, thai 
they which are of faith, are the children of Abraham. 
And the fcripture foreseeing that God would juftify the 
Heathen through faith, preached before the gojpel to Ab- 
raham. So that the "Law is bppofed to Faith } not in 
its mo.ft general Acceptation ; for Obedience to the Law 
of 'Mofe's neceflarily preflrppofed a Belief that this Law 

. was of divine Authority ; But the Law is diftinguilhed 
and fet in oppofition to tliofe Promifes of Mercy and 
Grace which the Gof^el makes to Tranfgreflbrs. 

5. The Law of -which the Apoflk jfpeaks, condemns 
all thofe who/do not give a perfeft, univerfal, and per- 
petual Obedience to it. . This the Apoftle's Reafoning 
in the Epiflle. to the -Romans, does manifeftly imply. 
He concludes, That becaufe all have finned, therefore 
none can be juftified by the Law. And in the Epijftle 
to the Galatians, chap. iii. verf. i o. he affirms, that as 
many as are of the works of the law, are under 'the cttffe.: 
for if is written, Curbed is every one that continuetk not 
in all things written in the book of the law to do them'. 

6. That when the Apoftle affirms, that we cannot be 

B juftifad 
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juftifielly-tfa deeds- of the law, though this is, accor- 
ding to the Style of the Apoftle, to be underftood of 
the Jewijb Law ; yet his Arguments hold with equal, if 
not greater Strength, againft Juftification by the Law of 
Nature. So that the Apoftl.e maintains the Insufficiency 
of all other Difpenfations, except the Chriftian, for the 
Juftification of Sinners. , 

We come now to explain the Do&rine ( which the A- 
poftle teaches in oppofition to the Judamng Chriftians. 

That no Perfon can be juftified by the Deeds of the 
Law, was a Principle in which they agreed with the A- 
poftle. They owned, that all Mankind' muft be be- 
holden- to that Grace and Mercy which was now clearly 
.revealed in the Gofpel ; and therefore that Faith in Je- 
.fus Chrift is nece.flary to the Juftification of a Sinner. 
But they likewife affirmed, that a ftrift Conformity to 
the Law of Mofes, was a neceflary Mean of Juftification 
in conjunction with Faith in Jefiis thrift. They al- 
lowed, that Chriftianity was intended to perfect the 
Jewifh Difpenfation ; but could not bear to think, that 
the Jewtjh Difpenfation was to be hereby abolilhed. 
.They contended, that the Law, as delivered by Mofes, 
was ftill to continue in full Force and Vigour ; and that 
not only the Children of Ifrael were bound to give 6- 
bedience to it, but likewife that -the. Gen tiles muft con- 
form to this Law, in order to their being admitted to the 
Privileges of the Gofpel-difpenfa.tion. 

It is eafy to fee, that this was the great "Controverfy 
which divided the Church in the Apoftolie Age^ and 
that to rectify the falfe Opinions of the Judaixing Chri- 
ftians, or to prevent the fpreading of thefe Opinions, is 
the Defign of moft of the'Epiftles wrote by the Apoftle 
of the Gentiles, particularly of thofe. to the Romans and 
Galatians. - ' 

.^ TheDoftrine taught by the Apoftle in oppofition to 
the Chriftians who were Zealots for the Law of-Mefet g . 
we have Rom. iii. 2 1, to the end : But now the righteoujl 
of God without the law is maniftjled, being wtveJJ'ed 
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ly tie law and the prophet s^ &c. Verflag. Therefore we 
conclude, that a man is juftified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law. - : 

Here the Apbftle plainly affirms, that Obedience to 
the jewifh Law is not neceflary to our Juftification ; 
but that Faith in Jefus Chrift is fufficient for this Pur* 
pofe, without this Obedience. The immediately fol- 
lowing Words put this- beyond all Difpute : Is he the 
God of the Jews only ? Is he not the God of the Gentiles 
alfo ? Tes^ &c. If it is neceflary to our Juftification, 
that we fhould obey the Precepts of the Jewi/h Law, 
then it would follow/ that God is the God of the Jews 
snly, that his diftinguiihing Favours are ftill confined to 
thofe of that Religion. But is he not the God of the Gen- 
tiles alfo? Tes^ of the Gentiles ; feeing it is one God, 
that Jhall juftify thecircumcijionbyfaith^and wicircwti- 
fifton through faith. ' 

From hence it follows, 

1. That it was by no means neceflary, that the Gen- 
tiles, in order to their Juftification, ftiould become Pro- 
felytes to the Jewijh Religion, and conform themfelves 
to the Inftitutions of it : Whereas the Judaizing Teach- 
ers maintained, that they muft be circumcifed, and there- 
by fubject themfelves to the whole of the Jewijh Law. ; 

2. That with refpeft to thofe who were naturally 
Jews, and brought up in the Jewi/h Religion, any O- 
bedience they had formerly given to the Law of Mofes, 
would be of no Avail to their Juftification ; and likewife 
that the grolTeft Inftances of Difobedience fhould not 
ftand in the Way of it, if they now truly believed in Je- 
fus Chrift. This is evidently impjied in being jufttfied 
by faith i 'without the deeds of the law , and that in the 
Matter of Juftification, no Diftin&ion was made betwixt 
the Jews and Gentiles. Agreeably to this the Apoftle 
fays, Gal. \\. 15. 16. We who are Jews by nature^ and 
notfinners of the Gmtiks^ knowing that & man is not ju- 
Jlified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jejus 
Chrift ; svsn we have- -believe-d. in Jefus Chrijf ; t-bat -ws 
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.might le -juftified'by the faith of Chrift, and -not by the 
. works of the law : for by the works of the law /hall noflejh 
be juftified. But 'further, it follows, with refpecl: to 
f bodi Jews'2ii\&. Gentiles, 

. ,3. That though they had moft notorioufly tranfgrefled 
.'the refpe&ive Laws under which they lived, yet their 
.former Behaviour, how wicked foever, ftiould be no 
. Hindrance to their Juftifkation, if they believe in Je- 
fus Chrift. . 

For, as we formerly obferved, the Law of which the 
Apoftle fpeaks, includes not only the ritual, but moral 
Part of the Jewijh Religion. And what the Apoftle fays 
.concerning the Jewifh Law, is equally applicable to the 
Law or Light of Nature. In the Goipel the Freedom, 
of Grace is eminently manifefted. The Offers of Par- 
don and Indemnity are made to the greateft Sinners, up- 
on their believing in Jefus Chrift. It does not make any 
Courfe of Obedience previous to Faith, neceflary for 
'.obtaining this Pardon. But to him that worketh not^ but 
.believeth on him that jujlifieth the ungodly y his faith is 
counted for right eoujnefs , Rom. iv. 5. 

Thefe Offers of Pardon and Salvation were made un* 
,to the Heathens, who were dead in TrefpaHes and Sins, 
not alarmed with the Danger to which they were expo* 
-fed, nor felicitous about Deliverance. Many are the 
.Declarations of Scripture to this Purpofe. I iliall only 
mention Eph.'ii. i. 10. and Tit. iii, 3. 8< 

The Scribes and Pharifees among the Jews,, who va* 
-lued themfelves upon their ftrift Conformity to the Law 
of Mofes, and to the Traditions of their Forefathers, 
'were fo far from having any Advantage in point of Jufti* 
fication over others, that, by reafon of their miftaken 
Notions of the Defign of the Law, they were more a- 
verfe to the Gofpel than the greateft Sinners. Thus 
John the Ba-ptift feverely reproves them, Matth. iii. 
7. 10. and Matth. xxi. 31. 32. Jefus jaith unto them, 
Verily I fay unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go 
into ths kingdom of God before you. For John fame unto 

you 
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in tie wayofrighteoujnefs, and 1 ye believed him y6t i . 
but the publicans and the harlots 'believed him; , This na* 
turally brings to our Thoughts the Reflection made by 
theApoftle, Romix* 30. 31.32,33. What (hall we py 
then? That the Gentiles which followed not after righte- 
oitfnefs, have attained to righteoufnefs) even the righ- 
teoujnefs which is of faith: but Ifrael, 'which fallowed 
after the law of righteoufnefs, hath not attained to the law 
of righteoufnefs. . therefore ? Eecaufe they fought it, not 
by faitb^ but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they fumbled at that ftumbling-ftone ; as it is, written. 
Behold, 1 lay in S ion a Jlumbhng-ftone^ and rock of of- 
fence : and whofoever believeth in : him, Jhatt not be a- 
Jhamed. . . 

4> As we are juftified freely by grace, fo we are jufti- 
fad through the redemption that is in Jefus Chrifl. A- 
mong other Things included in this Redemption, it fug- 
gefts to our Minds the Bleffing of Deliverance from 
Bondage and Slavery. In this Senfe is the Word moft 
frequently uled in the Scripture. Thus God redeemed, 
that is, delivered his People from the Bondage and Slave- 
ry they were under in the Land of Egypt. 

Our blefled Saviour, by the Merit of his Obedience 
and Sufferings, has delivered us from the Bondage of 
the Law, which was a Difpenfatipn of Severity and of 
Terror, and put us under a Difpenfation of Mercy and 
of Grace* The law was given by Mofes^ but grace 
and truth came by Jefus Chrift. The Apoftle often 
ipeaks of Chriflians as not being under the law, but under 
t grace. They are neither under the ceremonial nor mo- 
ral Part of the Law as it was promulgated by Afofes. 
Thole 'who were under the Law, were fubjefted to a 
Load of burdenfome Rites and Ceremonies, which the 
Apoftles call a yoke that neither they nor their fathers 
were able to bear,. But by the Faith of Chrift the In- 
tention of thefe.is fully anfwered, and .their -Obligation 
expired. 

Under the Law there were many Sins for which no Sa- 
crifices 
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crifices were allowed; and even in thofe Cafes wherein 
Sacrifices were injoined, thefe Sacrifices had no Worth 
or Efficacy to take away Sin. But by the perfeft Sacri- 
fice' of Chrift we may be juftified from ail thofe things 
from which they could not be juftified by the law of Mofes. 
The Law prefcribed unto Men their Duty, and gave 
them clearer Difcoveries of it, than they could have 
had by the Light of Nature; but made no Provifion for 
remedying the Corruption and Weaknefs of human Na- 
ture. So that, though the Law was holy, juft, and good, 
and required inward Purity of Heart, as well as outward 
Regularity of Life; yet it was altogether inefFe&ual for 
fobduing the Power of evil Difpofitions ; and, in feveral 
Inftances, was rather the Occafion of increafing them, 
at leaft of placing their Sinf ulnefs in a ftronger Point of 
Light. Therefore the Law is called the miniftration of 
death and condemnation i-j and the Go/pel the miniftration 
of the Spirit. 

The Law pronounced every one curfedwho continues 
not in all things written therein to do them. But Chrift 
has redeemed* us from the curfe of the law, being made a 
curfe for us. He is now fet forth as the propitiation for 
Jin through faith in his Uood. Hereby God declares his 
righteoufnefs in the remifjion of paft ftm^ &c. 

In thefe and feveral other Particulars, the ApofHe fets 
the Law and the Gofpel inoppofition to one another. And 
he illuftrates thefe Points through them in the whole of 
his Writings ; and thereby makes it evident, that we are 
neither under the ceremonial nor moral Law, as thefe 
flood in the Jewijh Difpenfation. 

5. Whereas it might be objefted againft the Apoftle's 
Do&rine, That hereby the Jewifh Law and the Gofpel- 
revelation were reprefented as inconfiftent, and could 
both plead divine Authority ; he obferves, that there was 
fb far from being any Inconfiftency betwixt them, that 
this very Doftrine was ivitnefl'ed to by the law and the pro^ 
phets. This he largely mfifts upon in many Places of 
his Writings, particularly the Epiffles to the Galatians 

and 
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and Hebrews. And he often quotes the Saying of the 
Prophet Habakkuk, Thejuftjkall live by faith. ( 

It was never the Intention of God in giving the Law> 
that the Jews might,- in virtue of it, .attain to Juftification 
and eternal Life; but to convince them of their Tranf- 
greffioiis, that they might have Recourfe to the Mercy 
and to the Grace of God, which is now clearly revealed 
in the Gofpel, and of which there were feveral Intima- 
tions even under the Old Teftament Difpenfation. 

The Law was defigned to prepare Men for receiving the 
Gofpel, and to fhew them the Neceffity of the Grace 
there revealed. And by the Gofpel this IJifpenfation 
was to be abolifhed. To this Purpofe is what the A* 
poftle fays Gal. iii. 2 1 . 26. /; the law then againft the 
promifes of God? God forbid: for if there had been & 
law given which could have given life, verily righteoufnefs 
Jhould have been by the law. But the fc ripture hath con- 
cluded all under ' Jin, that the.promife by faith of Jefus 
Chrift might be given to them that believe. But before 
faith came, we were kept under the law, (hut up. unto 
the faith, which foould afterwards be revealed. Where* 
fore the law was our fchoolmafler to brmg us unto Chrift , 
that we might be juftified by faith. But that after faith 
is come, we are no longer under a fchoolmafter , For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in Chrift Jefus. 

The great Points of the Apoftle's Dp&rine, fo far as 
we have already proceeded in (he JExplication of them, 
firethefe: , - 

i . That in regard all Men are Tranfgreflbrs, it is im- 
poiTible they can be juftiiied in the fight of God, : by any 
Law, whether natural or revealed, that only discovers 
unto them the Knowledge of their Duty, but does not 
contain Promifes of Mercy and Forgiyenefs for the Of* 
fences they have committed. 

. _ 2. That the Gofpel contains the moft fiill and x expli- 
cit Promifes of Pardon to Sinners, upon their believing in 
Jefus Chrift, whatever their former Behaviour has been. 
3. That the Juftification of a Sinner is wholly owing 

to 



'to the .free grace of God^ through the redemption that- ts 
in Jefw Cbri/t, whom God hath fet forth to be a prppi-* 
'tiation for fin: That no previous Courfe of Obedience 
is neceffary to obtain this Pardon ; for Faith in Jefus Chrift 
'is all that is required ; to bur having the Benefit of it. : 
' It was very natural to object againft this Do&rine, That 
% makes void the Law; 1 and; That fince it tends fo much 
'to difplay the Grace and Mercy of God, that he par- 
dons Sinners upon their believing, how great foever their 
'former Tranfgreffions have been, that it will be a.fuiv 
'ther Manifeftation of jhis Grace, to difpenfe with their 
future Obedience; -arid therefore that we- may continue 
in Sin : tliat Grace may abound. Thefe are the very Ofc 
je&ions the Apoftle takes notice of; and he anfwers 
them by explaining- the Nature of that Faith which the 
Gofpel requires ; and fhews, that this Faith whereby Sin- 
tiers arejufiifadmuft.be a Principle of future Obedience 
to the Commands of Jefus Chrift ; that Chriftians are 
'hereby laid under the ftrongeft Obligations to die unto 
Sin, and live unto Righteoufnefs ; and that it is .calcula-. 
ted'fbr- changing the inward; Temper and Difpofition of | 
the Mind, and leading us to ferve God in Newnefs of " 
'Heart and Life. 

- To any who will attentively confider the Writings of 
the Apoftle, we hope ; it will appear, that there are two 
principal Reafons why : the- Gofpel freely offers, the Par- 
Son of Sin to all. who have a true Faith. 

Ftrft, Becaufe by Faith we afcribe unto God the Glory 
due unto God on account; 1 of the Manifeftation of his 
Mercy and Grace towards Sinners. It implies in it a 
firm Perfuafion of the gracious Promifes of God, that 
no DitBculties- or Improbabilities will hinder' the Accom- 
pliftiment of them. ; This the Apoftle illuftrates by the 
Inftance of Abraham's Faith, Rom. iv. -i 6. to the end. 
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace, c. 
For this Reafon it is declared, that the Faith of Abra- 
ham was highly acceptable to God, and that.it was impu-> 

to him for right eottfnefi \ and that this Example ihews, 

th% 
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of* Chfiftian fYithj wnereby we fofttito 
on him that raifed up our Lord Jefus from- the dead^ -who 
'was delivered for our offence s^ and was raifed again for 
our juftification*, that; by means of his Refurreftidil frbtri 
the Dead, we who : believe this great Article of the Chri- 
ftian Faitlv might receive Juftificatiofy arid all the Blef 
fmgs he has merited by his' Obedience to the Death, This 
'the Apoftle enlarges upon chap, v* Therefore being juftified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jefus 
thrift,, veff. i. -n. 

Secondly } Another Reafoil why JuftifjCatibn is pf omi*' 
fed to thofe who believe in Jefits Chrifr.; is, Becaufe this 
- Jaith, if it is fuch as the Gofpel requires, will be a Prin- 
ciple of Holinef^ and of Obedience to the Laws of thg 
GofpeL For though the Gofpel freely offers Pardon to 
the greateft Sinners, upon their believiiig,' whatever their" 
former Behaviour has been; yet it is Ib far from giving 
them any Encouragement to continue' in Sin, that this 
very Faith lays them under the ftrorrgeft Obligations to 
future Obedience^ and affords them the greateft Helps 
and Encouragements to it* The Apoftle* enters upon 
this Argument in the Beginning of his 6th Chapter, and 
profecutes it at gf eat Length in that and the two follow-^ 
ing Chapters* He rejefts with Abhorrence the wickedi 
Imagination of continuing in fm^ that grace may abound* 
He ihews, that the Manner of their Baptifm, which 
bears a Refemblance to the Death and Refurre&ion of 
Jefus Chrift^ and the Profeffiom of Faith they then made, 
lays them under the ftrongeft Obligations to ate imtofm^ 
and Hue unto right eoufnefs, verf, i. -?. Know^ ye not that 
fo many of Us as were baptized, &c. Verf. 7. For he that 
is dead (i. e, to Sin) is freed (in the Qngmdjuftified) from 
fin. Verf! 8. to the end, Now if we be dead with Chrift, &c. 

In the 7th Chapter, the Apoftle tells them/ they are 
delivered .from the law, from the Jtwifh Difpenfationj 
but then it was, that they jbould ferve in newnejs of Jpi*- 
and not in the oldnefs of the letter. He obferves'^ 
though the Law., cvs delivered by Mofes.,. clearly 
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diftovered uhto Men their Duty, it did not make^fufS- 
cient Provifion for correcting, the Depravity of human 
Nature ; but that this Defect, as well as all -the/, other 
Defe&s of the Jewifh Diipenfation, are abundantly fup? 
plied by the Gofpel; particularly* that it is .admirably 
-calculated both -for purifying pur Natures, and for ac- 
quitting us from the Condemnation our Sins deferve : 
chap. viii. r. 'There .is therefore now' no condemnation to 
them which are in Chrift Jefus, &c. And left they ihould 
imagine that they might be freed from Condemnation 
though they continued under the Dominion, of $in> he 
aflures them, verf. 6. &d that to he- carnally miyded, is 
.deatb.i but to be fpiritually minded^ life and peace. "Verf. 8, 
'They that are in the flejh^ cannot pleafe God^ &'c. And 
in -the Epiftle.to the Galatians, chap. v. verf. 5, 6. af- 
ter the Apoftle had declared that Chrift is of no effeft 
to them who are juftified (or imagine themfelves fo) by 
the law, that they are fallen from grace , he aflures us, 
that, in Jefus thrift y neither circumcifion availeth any 
.tbing, nor uncircitmci/ion (availeth to our Juftification, for 
of that the Apoftle is evidently; fpeaking) ; but faith 
that worketh by love. 

If we confider Faith in its juft Extent, as having an 
.entire Dependence upon the Promifes of Grace through 
Jefus Chrift,- and likewife as the Principle .of future O- 
bedience, then the Do&rine of Juftification will be plain 
and intelligible ; . the infeparable Connection betwixt it 
and SancYification. will clearly appear. No metaphyfical 
Subtilties or fcholaftic Diftinftions will be necefiary to re- 
concile the feveral Pailages of Scripture about this Doc- 
trine.. 

For if Faith is confidered as having a neceflary Regard 
to the Promifes of the Covenant of Grace, and to the 
Merits of Jeliis Chrift, whereby all the Bleffings of it 
: are procured ; this will exclude all Boafting, and i^iakei 
us afcribe our.Juftifipation to the Righteoufnefs of Jpfus 
Chrift, as the only meritorious Caufe of it. Faith, will 
appear to be the only Way in which we apprehend and 
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fubmit to this Righteoufnefs for Juftification and eternal 
Life. It will prevent .oi\r looking upon , any other good 
DifpofitionS) that are the Effects of it, as having any thing 
that can, in the way of Merit, intitleus to the Favour of God. 
If we reflect, that Faith is the Principle of Holinefs 
and Obedience, then we will fee, why .the Difpofitions 
of Mind connected ; with Faith, particularly Repentance/ 
are declared neceflary to the Remiffion of Sins. 'We will 
not be at a lofs to underftand, how it is, that, according 
to the. Apoftle James, Believers are juftified by works. 
For thefe are the Fruits, the Evidences and Perfection of 
true Faith. And the Faith which is- not the Root and Prin- 
ciple of them, is not the Faith to which the Pardon of 
Sin is promifed. It is a mere empty Pretence, a -Shadow 
without a Subftance, a Body without a Spirit.* 

It is very obfervable, that Chriftian Faith is reprefented 
as the Exercife of the fame Principle that did, in former 
Ages, animate and influence thofe eminent Perfons who 
are celebrated in' the Writings of the Old Teftament. 
This is fuppofe'd by the Apoftle James, and largely in- 
fiftedon by the Apoftle Paul Heb,*z\. Where we learny 
from the Inftances adduced by the Apoftle, that thofe 
renowned Perfons were firmly perfuaded of the Promifes 
of God, and of the Reality and Certainty of the Ble 
fmgs contained in them. Their Faith, did over-rule all 
Obje&ions againft the Performance of thefe Promifes, 
from the Difficulty or -Impoffibility of their Accomplifti- 
mem:, according to the ordinary Courfe of Things : And 
their Faith determined them to do and fufFer great Things, 
from a Senfe of their Duty, and the ProfpecT; of that 
Happinefs which God had promifed. 

Thefe are likewife Qualifications e/Iential to Chriftian 
Faith. We muft acquiefce in the Revelation God has 
made of his Mercy and Grace through Jefus Clirift, and 
muft be fenfible of the indifpenfable Obligations we are 
laid under to Holinefs and Obedience. In bc\th Cafes 
Faith is the Exercife of the fame Principle, according to 
$i : various. Revelations God has been pleafedto make. 

C 2 ' :' : Under 



t * 

Under both Difpenfations, what is diftinguimed by did 
Name of 'Faith, and oppofed to the Law, has a necef-* 
fary Relation to .Promifes oi Mercy and. Grace, and to; 
our Duty, as connected with and influenced by thefe Pro* 
mifes. And as by Faith we muft embrace the Promifes, 
fo we muft likewife be fenfible, that one great Defign of- 
them is to engage us to our Duty, We mud remember,,, 
that Faith is an a&ive and operative Principle; that it 
purifies the Heart, and brings forth the fruits of righie- 
oufhefs, which are by Jefus Chrift unto the -praije and, 
glory of God. . , ; ; , 

To fum up all in a few Words : Juftification in the 
Sight of God, muft depend on the Validity of thofe De-, 
fences that may juftly be madeagainft a partieula.r Charge; 
or Aecufation. 

In regard all Men are Sinners, they never can be ac^. 
quitted,, in the Judgment of! God, from the Charge of 
having tranfgFefled his Law; and therefore by: the Sen-* 
tence of the. Law. all Men are condemned. The only 
3?Jea for Sinners is.. That, through the Merits of Jefus 
Ghrift, Pardon or Indemnity is . promifed to all who be-^ 
lieveinhim. Therefore, all who truly b.elieve in him,; 
are intitled to the Benefit of this Pai'don, 

But as thofe \vhp profefs to ; believe the Gofpel, are 
liable to this Aecufation, That their Faith is falfe and 
hypocritical;, they muftjuftify the Sincerity of their Faith, 
by their Works. And according- to this Rule, will a fo- 
lemn andjudicia] Sentence be pronounced, in the day. when 
the fecrets of all wen,* hearts <iyili.be judged according to 
the gofpel. . / . 

Thus, whatever the former Behaviour of Men has 
been, fo fbon as, they become Converts to Chriftianity, 
they; are, by the, gracious: Cpnftitution of the Gofpel^ 
delivered from the condemning Sentence of the Law. 
And as Obedience to the Commands of Jelus ;Chrift 
will at.. the great .Day be reckoned the proper Evidence 
of our being his Difciples; if we would: not deceive, 
purfelves, we ought, by this Obedience,, to judge, now 
^ Ae Reality of our Faith. 
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REMARKS upon the preceeding Scherfie ; : 
Setting fort^i the .contrary Scheme. 

Remark I. rjT\ HE Juftification of a Sinner, even the 
p a g e 3- A. Forgivenefs of Sins, is ho lefs of Jii- 
{lice than of : Grace. It is indeed of mere Mercy and 
Grace, in oppofition to any Work of the Sinner, where- - 
by it might be fuppofed any way due to him ; but not 1 
in oppofition to Juftice : For God manifefts his Juftice 
in juftifying the Believer in Jefus ; he is'juft to forgive 
us our fins ; and when he imputes' not to the Sinner' his 
Sip, he imputes to him Righteoufnefs without Works. 

Rem.II. p. 4. The Popifh Notion of Juftification, is 
reje&ed and condemned. Tet what is faid of the Pro--' 
jnife of Juftification, or the Offer of Pardon made to' 
them that have a true Faith, as it is the Principle of Ho- . 
Jinefs and Obedience (p 16, 17. &c.*), differs not from 
the Popifh Juftification ; , unlefs it mail be faid, That 
they have not this Principle of good Works from God 
Jhfufing it, to qualify and fit them for Acquittance from 
Condemnation, -or Indemnity from Punifliment. 

Rem.III. p. 4, It has been thought, (not without 
Heafon); that the Infidel Jews are efpecially oppofed 
in the Epiftle to the. Romans, and' the Judaizers in "that 
totheGalatians, Yet the Texts here oppofed to the 
Infidel Jews, are, taken from the Epiftle to the Galati- 
ans ; and thofe oppofed to the Judaizers (both here 
and p. 10.) from that to the Romans, And (p. i o.) why 
may it .not be faid, That the Judaizers made Circumci- 
fion, and the keeping of the Law of Mofes as Jews, a~ 
neceflary. Evidence of being in Chrift, and fo juftified, 
as well as a neceflary Mean, or Condition of Juftifica- 
tion, in conjunction with Faith ? For they who, under 
Chriftian Name, would fruftr^te the Grace of God 
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In the Juftification of Sinners by Chrift's Death, going a- 
bout by any mean? to eflablifh a Righteoufnefs of their 
own together with Chrift's, do always go both thefe 
Ways to work unto this Day. And when the Apoftle, 
Ipeaking of Juftification againft Ja^zZtfrj, fays, Gal. v. 6. 
In Chrift Jefus neither cinumcifion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcifioH) but faith which worketh by love, and 
(chap. vi. 15.) rf new creature ; is he .faying, that a. Sin- 
ner is freed of Condemnation, or juftified, by Love in 
conjunction with Faith? Is he faying, the Sinner is ju- 
ftified by the new Creature ? Or is he not rather faying, 
that as the Gentiles- becoming circumcifed, and fo feek> 
ing to be juftified by the Law, proves that they have no 
Benefit by Chrift> and that they are fallen from Grace, 
in place of (landing in the Liberty that is in Chrift ; fo 
Faith and Love, or the new Creature, can only evi~ 
dence their being in Chrift, and fo juftified, and that 
Circumcifion can be no Proof of it ? He is faying, we 
ft and f aft in the liberty wherewith Chrift halh made us 
free, \yy the work of faith and labour of love > waiting for- 
the hope, of right eoufnefs by faith*. . : 

Rent. IV. p. 8. When thefe had been diftmguifhed 
and eftabliflied .as the only two Senfes of Juftification,, 
viz. i. Acquittance from the Charge of having finned; 
and, 2. 'Acquittance from the Punifhment of Sin; and 
when the firft had been fet afide in this Queftion, about 
the Juftification of a Sinner; what need was there to- 
bring in this Senfe of it again to the Apoftle's Anertion, 
That none can be juftified by the Deeds of the Law.? 
Is not this fixing fomething like a Tautology upon: the 
Apoftle, who is proving, That by the Deeds -of the 
Law none can be juftified, by this fame Argument, That 
none can be acquitted from the Charge of having finned ; 
or, That all have finned ? So this Diftm&ion of the two. 
Senfes of juftifying and Jiiftijication would appear to 
need fome Corre&ion : For the Apoftle makes not Ac-<. 
quittance from Puniflunent, or the not imputing of Sin 
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to the Sinner, 'to be his Justification/ without the Iinp.u> 
tation of Righteoufnefs to him ; and: Acquittance from 
the Charge of having fmned> is not Juftification, without 
reckoning the Reward; due to him that is found righte* 
ous> and without acquitting him from/Puniihment^ who 
is not found guilty* . For in Juftification, to him that 
worketh-, is the reward reckoned of debt. As it is ; not 
eafy to think of juftifying and Juftification, without the 
Idea of Juftice and Righteoufhefs ; and the Apoftle 
f peaks not of Juftification : by free Grace, without 'the 
divine : Juftice lfo therein- mamfefted, ; nor without a 
.Righteoufnefs therein rewarded; might not this Diftinc- 
rion of the Senfes of Juftification be rather admitted ? 
viz. Tojuftify, is either, i . To coriftitute one juft, and 
make him righteous, who Wasn ot Co, as when the Un- 
godly is juftified,; or, 2. To manifeft him juft, and de- 
clare him righteous, who is already fo> as when God is 
faid to be juftified. And to this belongs what is faid 
i Cor. iv. 4. 5. For I know nothing by myfelf, yet am I 
not hereby juftified: but he that'judgeth me is the Lord, 
therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come. As this will be the Juftification at .the Lord's 
Coming, when, the Apoftle James fays, we /hall be jud~ 
ged by the law of liberty, upon what we fay and do ; fo 
he fpeaks only 'of this Juftification, faying, we are not 
juftified by Faith without Works, but by Faith: working 
with our Works. But Paul fpeaks of Juftifiqation in 
the firft Senfe, fetting forth the Juftification of Sinners, 
by the. Faith of Chrift, delivered for our offences^ and 
raifed again for our jujlification. . .. 

Rem.V. p. 8. 9. The Diftinclion of the Law from 
the Promife, to wliich it is oppofed, as the Works of it 
are to Faith, is very plainly ftated by the Apoftle, de 
fcribing the Law with its Works,, and the Promife belie- 
ved, as they ftand in oppofition. For he fixes the Mean- 
ing of the Law in that Oppofition, when he fays, As 
Many as are of the works of the law> are under the curfe 
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f&f-it is written, Cur fed is every one that 

in all things which are written in the book of the law to 

'do them, 'And the law is not of faith ; but the man 

-that doth them*) Jhatt live in them ; as he alfo fays in an- 
other Place> Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs which is 
of the law, The man that doth thefe- things , /hall live in 
'them. The Law thus defcribed Cannot give Life to any 
Man, 'but through his own perfonal Obedience to all its 
Commands: Every one muft ftand righteous, and inti- 
tied to live alone through his own doing tliefe Things : 
For the Law constitutes a Man's own Life, as, a Debt 
due to his own Obedience ; and it makes every one- cur-* 
fed, by every Tranfgreffion that he himfelf commits, 
The foul that Jinneth) [hall die. 

The Law is : not oppofed to the Promife, and the 
Works of it to Faith, as it requires a perfeft, uniyerlal',, 
and perpetual Obedience, making God's Curie due to e-- 
very Tranlgreflion : For the Law of the ten Words, in 
God's Covenant with Ifrael's Nation, including the Law 
written in the Hearts of all Men, explained by the Lord 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and fummed up by him, 
according to Mofes, in thefe two, To love God with all 
the heart t foul, and mind; and To love our neighbour as 
'ourfelves, is ftill the lame perfeft Law which Chrift fulV 
filled, and which he lays on his Dilciples, Ib as to make 
them Sinners needing Remiflion, as often as they any 
way trahfgrefs it, even in the Thoughts of their Hearts : 
For it is the fame Law that his Apoftle James fpe'aks 
of, requiring the fame Things, and convincing Chrifti- 
ans, who lhall be judged by it, as Trahfgreflbrs by of- 
fending in one Point, He fays, My brethren, if ye 
fulfil the royal law,- according to the fcripture, Thoufhalt 
love thy neighbour 'as thyfelf; ye do well. But if ye have 
refyeft ofperfons, ye commit Jin, and are convinced of the 
law as tranfgreffors. For whojoever Jhatt keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one, he is guilty of all. For he 
that f aid, Do not commit adultery -, faid alfo, Do not kilL 
Now, if thoit commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
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*/<?, . as. they that (hall M judged by the law of liberty. ' But 
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he calls if /& /aw 'of lifter ty'&s we ire freed from its Ctirfe> 
;by Chrift's b'eiiig mdde-a Ciirfe for us> and fre'e to live 
by his fulfilling it for us j : \vhb could not lively our qwn 
Obediencei But in this View only it is. oppofed to' the 
Promife, and its Rightepu'fnefs to the R;ighteoufnefs f 1 
Faitli; as it fays>. tye-man that doth thefe things ^Jhall 
live in them\ and^Curfed is every one that' continue $ riot 
in aU'thefe things to do them, Arid this is the Law 6F 
Kature. "This ftands iri the Confeiences of dl Men na^- 
turally. 'The Proniife is a fupematural Revelafioii. 

Nor is even this inGonfiftent- with the' Proniife^ thotagtl 
idiftinguilhed from if and oppofed to it. For the Prbriiif^ 
hinders not any. one who hath. obeyed^ and hatli hot fin 
hed, from daimirig Life as his Due : For if there had 
'been a law given which could have given Ufa verily rigfa 
teoufnefs Ihould have been by the law, .And agreeably io 
this the'LoM faid^ *?his do^ and thou {halt live ', and^-^- 
If thoifwduldft enter into life, keep the commandments. 
And the Promife fuppofes the Cuffe, and , efta.bliftief it 
to every Tranfgreffion ; as it gives the Bleffing to noriCj 
but throiigh Chrift's redeeming them from the Curfe, By 
being made a Curfe for them. And no Man can have tp 
do- with the Ble'llednefs of the Man whpfe Iniquity is 
forgiven, but he that finds himfelf under the Curfe as a 
Sinner ; which is one greiit Thing that difafFeds lis id 
the.Prpmife.- 

Again> He defcribes the Promife very plainly on the 
other Side of the Oppofition^ in that fame Paflagd of the 
Epiftle to the Galatians, where he def bribe's' the Law 
And thefe it i^ the Promife of BlefTedjiefs to all Na-- 
tions in Chrift,- the Seed of Abraham y redeeming them 
from the Curfe of the Law, being made ai Curfe foi* 
them; it is the Promife of the Inheritance to that Seed 
6f Abraham , the Son of God, made of a Woman, fnade 
ixh4er the Law to redeem. 

'"The Law did not coridemri us in a. Substitute ; but, 
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according to, the Promife, to, which Faith has Refpe$> 

.;Chrift the Seed of Abraham is made > Ciirfe for us/ arid 

~io t \[Uify the promifs- was made. ^The Law promifed iio 

'Life" or Bleflediiefs' to. the Obedience of .a Reprefenta'- 

tive ;' and ' Chrift's Obedience, ' however perfect/.' could 

J hot', According' to the 'Law, intftle any but hintfelf alone 

perfonally, ! unto any Reward, 

,'. /But, according, to trie Promife of /"Grace, Blefled'nefs 
is" clue to him, the Subftitute of Sinners, fulfilling, all 
.Righteoufnefs for them, redeeming them from the Curfe ; 
and fo' the Blemno; of Abraham comes on them, "through 

. - -' ' : ; ' ' - ' I ^ ' - O' - . : . .',.,.'- . , , ' . - - ' O 

Tefus' Chrilt, .'who were curfed by ' the Law, and the 

J , . , . . '. ^\ /.-,.. . ..*/... . t 

Nations 1 are blefTed" in him./ And 'the Proiiiife' of the 
Inheritance',; which.' the Law could .''hot make due to. our 
Obedience, becomes due to the Obedience of the Son of 
^God,' made under the Law -to' redeem ;. fo' that the Cliil- 
''dren'of Wrath, ''redeemed ff'onitHe; Ciirfe by him, be- 
come ;the Sons of 'God, through that Redemption, and 
joint Heirs with hhn v in the /eternal Inheritance. The 
Life due by the Law to ; perfect Obedience, coiild not 
be Life from that Death which is the Wages of Sin : 

-; - . . , . ^ ' ; ' , - ^ : , C5 . ' ( . f 

but, by die Promife, eternal Life 'from the Dead comes 
to Chrift made a Ciirfe, and thereby redeeming Sinners 
from the Curfe 1 ; and all his Redeemed have that Life in 

him. " , ' , ' '..'., ,; 

The Mercy and Grace of the Promife is ilo other 
han.that which gave this Commandment to Jefus Chrin> 
which he received' from his Father, To lay .down , his 
Life for his Sheep, and to take.it again, that they might 
ha ve "eternal Lire ; the fame Grace that gave liim that 
Wot'k, of fulfilling 'the La vy' for Sinners, to do, whicli 
when lie had m'iiihed, he made 'his Plea for that glorious 
Reward, not due by the Law to tlie Obedience of aRe- 
prefentative, biit reckoned fo the Son of God, made 
tinder. the Law to redeem Sinners, of the Grace that 
gave him to the Death for them. And fo that Reward 
of his Work is of Grace. Therefore we find him hi 
the PfalmS) ajfking that Life from the Dead whie-h is 

the 



.-> ,..' - .,, , 

the. Reward of his , , Righteoufnefs, ,;bf Mercy and ,of 
Grace. ..When lie afked that glorious ,' Reward of. his . .fi- 
nilning the, Wprkyhis.!.Fatlier. gave him, to. do, , he..faid. : he 
would. have them, whom", the Father vhaqV given hiin ?; > and 
to whom he gives the,. Knowledge of. his' Word an.d^is 
.'Name, ,to iliare . with' him in thisjiis .Reward.-. ,.-.T|% 
Knowledge is Faith, believinff. that .the- riditepus Father 

' ' ' ' ' - u * i ' ) j ; ' i , ' *. '. , . , i , <J ; f .'." 1 -7 \. CJ l - . ' .'.' 

is well, plea-fed .in . his. :hej,oved Som, obeyinc; his = Com- 

: f J. ; '"',! .' .' , i .-' i ..' .... i -v.i* J ' ' **~ J ^ ** ' * l ' * - ; - i* 

mandment, and finding the ^ork fafa gavre, luni : to aQ. 
It is ,the .Belief, of; the-Promife of: i^ardpn.andjiBle.fled'- 
nefs, an'4 pif ,the-liegy^n}y,.Jnherit^ce ; y a^d,etei;m Life 
from t tlie ^eaa- in G)ir|i:/, Jefus, all \. flowing .fro,ni. v the 
.Gpinmandment-: that, kp, Deceived from the Father. , ,. :, 
And this Commandment of -Grace, jhjs Promife and 
this Faith f (land- ppppled to the Law,, faying^ The .man 
that doth thefe things, JfcalLltie in /&w ; ;.,anci 3 .'Tbe : .fq^l 
tbat Ji.nne.tb, . fhall die\- and pppofecU.tp the)orks,or 
Deeds- of the Law, z,,^ any Duties, pr^ Obedience to 

, , - [ f \~ . - ' i - - .-.'''*/ ' : ^- i - ' v= ' ' v ' . - - 

any Commands or Precepts whatfoever,. .that ^ Man can 
propofe to do,, that -.he, ma,v;live, .and..efcape the Curie 

J, J_ ' , i ' .- v. .' j I,/ J) . ' - -'.,''-- <'. i i A- < - /..,-. i '', 

by .his doing. them. ^p/b,e.,thus:aninded.,.,,is ; ,to ^^ be .'ofcthe. 
works of the law, in ppgofition &.'hein^,of Jai'tk. -And 
this 'Pifppfitipn in a,,S^nne i r v ,,ieads hiiji tp aft^cpntrary^.to 
the Law of Nature, find the .Knowledge o;;Gp;d's Judg- 
ment againft any pn^,^m. ;: . fbrfeiting -|tfe : :i in.. the; Cpn- 
fciences p.f.,Men. .,i^e4.,.by ...this Jncimatip^, we, follow 
our own-Reaioninss, asainrl: the Tefiiniony of pur Coiir 

,. . .' V. . . , .Or ;.O,\ -...' ' '" i) I *, J ^ j . 

fcience> .that agrees, wit|x, the perfeft.La.Wi . and ftill fin^s 
fomething lacking tp'intitle us to Life, ..till. it be fatisfied 

* "'. , ' j^' ' .' ' ; ! ' ' ."' "M ','..'.'. ll ; i ' "!.".''; i " . S . .* ( ,-',- - ' . J ; <" 

in ^^perT^./iRighiie^Jjt^: vAnd |b , this, -D.ifpofition, 
however agreeable to, the.. Common Senfe of Mankind, is 
indeed tho CorruptipiT, ;.pf , Nature, inconjiitent with the 
Law ( of, Nature, n |S ..well as contrary ;.tp ; , the 'Word : pf 
Faith, 'and the fupernatural- Revelation, of the- Righte- 

/ ,-.-' i ' !-'<,' i ,. . ^ J. i ' ! ' ' . . > r ' ; . O ' :. : '_ i 

pufnefs of - ; Qod, that is, imputed without ,Wprks to e- 
very one i. that admits. ,the ; ,;rruth of it, and Relieves it in 
l}is Confcience. .,.. ."...; , . 

2 Rem, 
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p*.'i3. V4-. tfbe redemption that w z' 
'>fus Chrift, through wHieh Grace juftifies us, is no pther 
'tfouihis redeeming "'its from 'the 1 cuffe of the law* ~' 

; * , ! t O . , ' . } . ,.',,. ^ ' *. ' * f * . 

'thade a curfe for, zr. Thus 1 he gave himfelf for ' 




' 0hB put. of every 'kindred, iongitt, 'and people, ^and nation, 

"^t\ Qod by : his ftlood, ' fr6m a State, of ; Condemnation 'tin*, 
the Curfe' of die Law, uh^er'; which they: lay with 
reft of Mankin^ unto a State' of Favour and Accept-.; 

'aiice' with God/ as 1 Hi's peculiar : J*eoj:>le and his ; Children : 
For this is the' j Red?mplion they 'have through his blood, 
pveri the forgivenefs of Jim, A'nd' this is like the Redempr 
tion of Ifrael from" the BeftrUclion 1 of the Frrft-t'tiorn by 
the Blopdof the Pafchal Sacrifice j ;! ih that Night where-* 

;3il they 'were brought out of Egypt] 'or like the'Rectemp? 
tions prefcribed in the Law of Mofes, Eyod. xiii. 1 3, 
and xxxvv. 20, arid Levit. xxvii; We are'wo/ redeemed with 
faver and' gold, jpaid as a Price of Redemption for us 
'but with the'precibiis'Wood of Ghrift., as of a: lamb without 

; i " - . t j ."-'/ 4 i ' * '* > ' - .- ' 

'fpoii a ipotlefs Sacrifice offered to God for us, 

V t > ' i , ' ' 1 ' ?'.;> ._ ' '.''. 

1 'There is :i no other Redemptibn from what is called 
the Bondage ind Slavery of Sih; 'but this Redemption 
'from the ctirfe; of 'the law, which is the ftfength of Jin, 
'For 1 ' while' , we' are under .the : La'w^ r w r e. arje ' uricte the 
'Dominion 6f i Sin reigning :ufttP;3)ea : |h, pr iinde^ its cpn s 
'dernriing Po\^eir ! ; ;; ^an4 as long ; ;as it 5 thus reigns over, us 

'tmtp Death, we : are its fervdnts 'to do iniquity. Bin 

'Being delivered froin 1 its condemjiiiig Power, and brought 
tinder Grace; 'reigning thrpu'glpi Vthe'Righteoufiaefs "pf 
jefus Chrift unto 'eternal Life^iipd fo under" the juftify- 
ing 'Power of ' the Rightediifriefs ! that Gra^e provided^ 
we , become , the fervahts of right 'eoujnefi 'unit) . holimfi. 
Our whole Salvation from Sinks' in ^e Remimoa of our. 
JSliis. The Mortification of Siii J is -by the Crofs:," and by. 
Chfift's be'aring -our Shis there on his owri'T^bdy; For 
ive : being dead : to fin by this, become "alive to right eouf- 
yejl:) and v/e are fai^ iy crucify theft/h, withtheaffet- 
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tlons and lufts. We arife to live.unta RighteouJhefsj 
beirig. raifed with Chrift: from Condemnation and, Death, 
|o the Life that lies , in God's, Favour ; as the Lord fays, 
He thai betievethiflwil not come- info condemnation^ but 
?j. faffed from death unto' life : For God makes us alive, 
forgiving us all trefpajjes.. It is no other Faith that 
.overcomes the World and its Lufts, than that Faitli 
which is in the Blood of the Son/of God, .fhed for Re- ; 
demption from the Curfe due to thefe. And the Spirit 
fubduing the Power of evil Difppfitions, is the Spirit of 
this faine Faith, thai purifies the heart : Even as it is by 
this fame Truth believed, that we are iancYrfied. 

This Redemption from the Cur/e, is all the Redemp- 
tion from what is called the Bondage, the Severity, 
ia'nd Terror of the Law. The People of Ifraet were in 
Bondage under their Covenant, inforcing in the ftrong- 
efj; Manner, the Law requiring them, to do the Com* 
inands and live, and curfing them if they tranfgrefled in 
one .'Point. They were in Bondage under this Law, as 
not yet fulfilled by the promifed Seed, who was not yet 
pome to redeem from the Curie of it,, and fb to make it 
a' Law of Liberty. Any Liberty they had, was in the 
Promife of that Seed to come, and in the Shadow the 
Law of Mofes had of that Redemption, pointing it but 
by what it faid, darkly of Mercy,, in connexion with vi- 
fltiiig'-the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, 
and by the Service of the Tabernacle, efpeciaily the 
Sacrifices, Yet thus it was fhewed only as through a^ 
Vail: For the Sacrifices, continually calling Sin to.re* 
membrance, fliewed, that Sin was not yet taken a\||yj 
and that the Remiflion of Sins was not yet granted, *aV 
iip was to be to the. Sacrifice of Chrift 7 which when, 
made, would put an End to offering for Sin. 

The LawTaying, The man that doth thefe things, Jbafy 
live in. them ; and, Cur fed is every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book of the law to do them^ 
w^s given by Mofes ; and the -Promulgation of this Law 
^ap the minijlratl on of condemnation an^ death; Jhit the 
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Grace of doing all that this Law required, in the room 
of Sinners, the grace of redeeming them from its Curfe,, 
came by Jefiis Ghrift'becoming a Curfe for them. 'And 
the Promulgation of this in the Gbfpel, is the riuwftra- 
tion of 'righteoufnefs^ 'oppofedby the Apoftle to the mi- 
niftration of condemnation and death. 

Again, The; Law given by Mbfes had the Shadow of 
this Grace to come, in Various Types and Figures ; and 
in this View it is called'/^ letter.. But the Truth of the 
Figures and Types that Law had of Grace, came'byje- 
fusChrift; even his Righteoufnefs, through which 'Grace 
juftifies us, witnefTedby the Law and the Prophets. i'/Vni 
ib in him we have the Spirit of that Letter ; the old'Co- 
venant being! as the Letter in a Parable, and the new as 
the Spirit of that Letter. Therefore the Apoftle bppo-> 
fes the Spirit to the Letter; even as heoppofed fjbemi- 
riftration of righteoufnefs to that of condemnation. And 
he calls the Lord that Spirit; even the Lord Jefus, the 
end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one that believe th. 

The Law of Mofcs, as requiring of the Nation and 
People of Ifrael, the Righteoufnefs of the Letter, with 
the Sanction of temporal (and typical) Rewards and PU-* 
niihments fuitable to that Nation, .was very far from be^ 
ing fo hard and fevere upon our Nature, _as is the Law 
in the Shape wherein Chrift fays he came to fulfil, it, arid 
wherein he lays it 'Upon us to be obeyed. And this Spi- 
rit of the Law convinces much more Clearly of Sin, .than 
the Letter of it, and places the Sinfulnefs of evil Difc 
pofitions in a Wronger Point of Light. But it doth not 
appear, that he who gives us this royal Law, making us 
Tranfgreflbrs of the whole by offending in one Point, 
ever promifed or gave his Spirit to enable us to do it, and 
to keep us from being Tranfgreflbrs of it. '. He promifed 
his Spirit to guide his' ApofHes infallibly into the whole 
Truth of the New Teftament Revelation ; and faid, he 
would convince the world of Jin, righteoufncjs^ and judg- 
ment, and that he would be the Comforter of his KU; 
fciples. And he indeed convinces them of Sin in every 

Shortcoming 
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Sftaftcomingof thePerfe&ion required in this royal Law j 
and,- as "the Spirit of Faith, leads .them to the Father, 
through the Blood of his Son, for Remiffion and Accept- 
ance .with him, through the perfect Righteoufnefs of his 
belayed Son ; and fo makes them perfect as pertaining to. 
ihe.Confcience, by his Blood ; and dwelling in them> 
lie keeps them from Apoftafy from this Faith, making 
tijiis Truth abide in them in a grievous Conflict with the 
tlefli. And .further, r as the Comforter, he allures their 
Hearts, of the Remiffion of their Sins through Chrift's 
Blood, and of their Acceptance with God as his Chil- 
dren, by his Righteoufnefs; giving them the joyful Hope 
of eternal Life, as the Reward of Chrift's. Righteoufnefs j 
of which Reward they have the Earneft, in his fliedding 
abroad the Love of God in their Hearts, even the Love 
of God that is commended towards them, in this, that 
when they were yet without ftrength, in due time Gbrift 
(lied for the ungodly fo that they joy in God through Je- 
fus Chriftj oy whom they have received the Atonement. 
For this Spirit fpeaketh not of himfelf, but glorifies Chrift, 
taking, the Things ; of Chrift, and Hie wing them to hisDi- 
fciples. But as to making them capable in this Life to, 
do what Chrift's Law requires, fo as not to offend in one 
Point, and as to keeping, them from. being fo guilt v of 

j. ' - J4 ' '' ' ' ^"^ " ' ' " ... - ij 5 J 

all, we may obferve this that the Apoflle John fays, . But 
. if we walk in the light, as he is in the light\ we have f el- 
lowfoip one with another, and the blood of Jefus Chrift his 
Son cleanfeth usfrm all fm. If we jay that we haye no 
//, we deceive ourfehes^ and the. truth is not in tts t If 
we confefs our fins, he is faithful and jujl to forgive us 
our Jtns, and to deanfe us from all unrighteott/nefs. If 
we fay that we have not finned, we. toake him a lyar, and 
his word is not in us. . My little children, thefe things 
write. I unto you,, that ye fin not. lAnd if any man fin, 
. we have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus- Chrift the 
righteous : and he is the propitiation for our fins j. and not 
for ours only, but alfo for the whole world. 

What he fays of Forgivenefs,. and the Blood of Jefus 

purging 
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the Confcience confeffing -Sin, is the gr eat tfe 
fervative againft Sin 1 : Yet they that walk in the Light, 
ihewing God reconciled by the Blood of his Son, whbni 
he raifed from the Dead, and have Fellow/hip with him 
iir.the Life that is the Reward of his Son's Righteouiiiej^/ 
areftill Sinners,; having their Sins to confefs to him, and 
needing the Forgivenefs of their Sins, and the Purgatioit 
of their Confciences by ChrifVs Blood '; and this in all 
their Fellowihip with him, which is only by Jefus Chrift 
the righteous, the Propitiation for their Sins,, their Adi. 
vocate with him. , .' - 

,' And if the Spirit of Chrift doth not in this Life pfe' 
ferve us from beirig Tranfgreflors of his- royal Law; far 
lefs doth he aid and affift us in feekingto live, and efcape 
the Curfe, by any Obedience of ours to any Command 
whatfoever : For this would be to affift us to do the Works 
of 'the Law, and to aid us in working, contrary to belie- 
ving on him that juftifiss the ungodly.- And this working 
for Life, is the very Flelh againft which the Spirit lufts? 
For if we be led by the Spirit , we are not under (be law. 
His Work is to convince us of Sin, and to lead us to the 
Blood of Chrift, not working, but believing that his' 
Blood cleanfeth from ail Sin, and[ that the God of all 1 
Grace is juft and faithful to forgive us our Sins through 
that alone. " 

As to what has been often faid of our Freedom from 
Subje&ion to a Load of burdenfbme Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, it is not eafy to underftand the Senfe of it. Surely, 
this cannot be underftood to be Subjection to what the 
Apoftles call the ' y$e which neither we nor our fathers 
were able to bear: Becaufe in thefe Rites -and Cefemo- 
nies (many of which the Fathers obferved before Mofes) 
was the only Eafe they had from the true Bondage of the 
Law; feeing it was from thefe they were'. learning the 
promifed Hope of Redemption fr^ni the" Curfe. And 
how fhall we underftand thefe Rites' and Ceremonies to 
be burdenfome ? .Did not the Wealth of Canaan enable' 
them abundantly to bear the Expence of them, while 

they 



1:33 

they kept the letter of the Law, and.obferwd them with 
h/greateft Exaftnefs ? Or how lhall conceive them 
bulnfome, in the Commn " 



unme, 

in the Work of Faith and Labour of mmifterm 
Patience ,of Hope, and in the bearing of QUT Crols da% 
after .Chrift, ami all : the , Hardtop cqnnefted with the 
Confeffion of his Faith , in the World, always hating awl 
perfecting it ? If we .fay that .Chrift's Yoke is eafy, his 
taw is found theLw of Liberty by them that believe 
in his Redemption from the Curfe .thenjet us taUcflo 
more of Deliverance from the Yoke of .Rites , and Ceie- 

monies. '; ,/-:::_ .' <".'' ' , : " r 

But ifthet^ *sas a: g riewxis Bondage i 



peculiar to the jews, one may fey, ^Cnnftian Na- 
;tions,.have,nevei: been^ery feeble of theBenefit of their 
Freedom from it: For as they have .aivvavs Aewed . the 
greateft Inclination to; a national Righteoulneis, and, the 
Reward of at, like that of the Jews ; ;fo Jiey have^ 
ways^difcovered a very great Propenfity to . Rues and Ce- 

remonies. . . T r ~. . v 

Is this then the Redemption that is in lefts ;Chnft the 
Propitiation for Sin, viz. our Freedom from the Jtmfi 
Covenant, and the Law as landing in that Covenant, 
,nd peculiar to the JwH ; together with the Proven 
made for remedying the Corruption and Weaknefsot hu- 
man Nature, by the Spirit fubduing the Power of eyl 
Difpofitions, and fo delivering us from the Bondage and 
Slavery of Sin? and is it through this Redemption that 
Paul fays the Grace of God juftifies Sinners ? , 

' But as Life continues ftill due, by the Law of : God, 
to any one continuing in all his Commands MO then?; 
fo every one that is not freed of the Curfe byChrift ma4e 
a Curfe for him, is ftill under the .Curfe, as not conti- 
nuing in allthefe to do them; though he was never un- 
der the Jewi/b Law. And luch is every one leekmg to 
do, by any Miflance, Things commanded, that he may 
live, and efcape -th^Curfe by his Work : For the Apoftle 
declares, that as many as are of the works of the law, are 
Vls -- ' T? ' under 
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tinder the curfi ; 'even as the Lord faid, He that believetk 
not, tscondemve^already^w&John Baptijl, He that be- 
'heveth not the Sen, Jball npt'fie life, but the^rathof 
God abided on him. Chris's Redemption therefore makes 
not void the Law, but 'eftabMeth it. And while this 
Law (lands, requiring perfea: Qbedience to God; and fix-* 

, ing his Curie TQ. every TrahfgrMonV : what fignifies' Free- 
dom from the Jewifh' Law;?- What Avails any remedying 
of natural Corruption, or a'ny Maftery of evil Difpofitions: 
that we can by any Help attain to in this World, if we 
be not made perfeft in our Obedience ? For unlefs this 
Law be made void, there is no.Poffibility of Life for any 

' Sinner, but by the Gommaridment of 'Grac^ to Jefus 
Chrifl to do and live in the Name of Sinners, to lay down 
his Life for them, and fb redeem 'them from the Curfe. 
And this is the Redemption through which God's ' Grace 
juftifies us. And therefore . id htm ' that ivorkeih ' not, or 
'doth not the T5i|ngs commanded to live by them, fat 
believeth on God.jujtifying the ungodly, through Chrift's 
dying for him, a,nc} fo redeeming him, his Faith, or this 
that he believes, is. imputed for Righteoufnefs. For as 
the Promife often ftands for the Thing promifed, and 
Hope is frequently in Scripture put for the Thing expefted ; 
even^fo, according to the Apoftle/ to be jujlifiedty faith, is 
the fame^as tokzjuftijied by the redemption that is in Chrijl 
the Prppitiation, the very fame as to be juftifed by his 
"blood, wA. made righteous by > bis obedience. Thus Faith 
mud be taken for the Thing believed, when it is faid, 
Contend for the faith once 'delivered to the faints and in 
the'Epiftle to the Galatians, That the promife by-thejaitk 

' of Jejus Chrijl might be given to them that believe-, But 

before faith came ; 3he faith which foould afterwards. 

be revealed >, But after that faith is come, 

The Senfe of ChrifFs redeeming from the Curfe,. that 
is. to -be fought out of thefe Words, would not be eafily 
found out, if it were not for what is faid elfewhere of the 
Juftification of Sinners from their paft Sins, upon their 
ponverflon,,to Faith, The Words of this Glofs on Re^ 
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He is now fet forth as, the Propitiatioil 
11 God de^ 









/?,*, 'VTT 1 6 If, upon an attentive Con(i(leratlon 
^liog the Rigteo U &efe wrought by the Son of G.J, 
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'tirade of a woman^ made under the law to rideem 
demried Sinners, and rewarded in his Refuf reftion from 
the Death he fuffered for them, unto eternal Life. This 
is that Righteoufnefs wherein the divine Mercy and'' Grace 
iliews itfelf by providing and Jetting It forth, for the'Ma- 
nifeftation of divine Juftice, in pardoning and Entitling to 
Life eternal, Sinners condemned by the divine Law. 
This Righteoufhefs being of God, of fovereign divine 
Grace, and riot of the Law, comes to Sinners, and is 
brought near to' them, in a Revelation from God, not 
promising Life to any Well-doing required of them : For 
it is revealed without the Law, by God teftifying to the 
Qbjefts of his Difpleafure, by all the Laws that required 
Well-doing of them, that he is well pleafed in this Righ- 
teoufnefs, and demonftrating this in the Fact of his Son's 
RefurrecYion, wherein it is glorioufly rewarded. And 
feeing this Righteoufnefs comes to us in fitch a Revela- 
tion, it is evident we can have nothing to do with it, but 
in believing this Revelation, iri hearing God, and cre- 
diting his Teftimony concerning it. Therefore the A- 
poftle fays, The word of faith that we preach is nigb 
thee^ in thy mouth^ conf effing it, and in thine heart, be- 
lieving it. And God's Righteoufnefs is revealed unto 
faith t and is upon faith. When this fupernaturally-re- 
vealed Truth is thus admitted in the Sinner's Confcience, 
where the Sentence of Condemnation was before ftand* 
mg naturally, he becomes thereby poflefledof that Righ- 
teoufnefs, freeing him of Condemnation, and intitling him 
to eternal Life from the Dead, and fo has the Anfwer 
of a good Confcience toward God. through his Son's Re- 
furreftion. And thus it might have appeared", i. That 
Faith in the Righteoufhefs of our God and Saviour Je- 
fus Chrift juftifies a Sinner, i. e. makes him juft, only 
by the revealed Righteoufnefs which it believes, and 
which becomes ours only by becoming our Faith, as it is 
by Faith alone that the divine Teftimony concerning it 
can be received. And at the fame Time it is mariifeft 
'from, what is faid, how the Juftice of God as well as his 

Grace 



&9fe and Mercy are difplayed m this Juftitem ^ it, , 
And again, it might be made appear, 2. That he who , ; 
fe mide iuft by lie revealed Righteoufnefs becoming his j 
Faith muft yetbe juftified, i. e, declared and mamfefted j 
Sun to Le Sealed Righteoumefs, by that fame S 
Faith doing well in believing and working by Love o - 
the believed Righteoufnefs, and fo Conforming him to t ; 
eibecially in die Love to one another for the fake of -that 
Truth dwelling in us, which the Lord requires m his new ; 
Commandment ' By this m kmwihat have pa/Jed 
from death- unto life. And this will evidence our bemg 
in Chrift, having his Righteoufnefs, m the Day of Judg- 
tnent, when this ihall diftinguifli us from thofe who^// 
have judgment without mercy, to be judged with Mercy ; 
bein<r by this Evidence found having the ; Righteoufnefs 
that Mercy provided for declaring the divine Juftice' m 
iuffifyine Sinners. And this is "Mercy with Judgment, 
ieioicing againft Judgment without Mercy. So then 
Faith make* us righteous, not working, but believing the 
revealed Rishteoufnefs that is imputed without Works. 
But Faith proves and manifefts us righteous With that 
Ricrhteoufnefs, working thefe good Works that are its pro- 
t>er Fruits and Effefts. And this, that is as tar from any 
metaphyfical Subtilty or fcholaftic Diftinaion as the 
Scripture is, reconciles the feveral Padages of Scripture 

about this Doftrine. 

It is not fo eafy to understand how the Gofpel offers 
Pardon of Sin to all who have a true Faith : ,For is there 
any more in the Offer of the Gofpel, than its femng 
forth a Truth to be believed> teftifying of an amiable 
Obieft to be loved, and of good Things to come to be 
iovfuily hoped for ? What then is the Meaning of this 
' Offer of the Pardon of Sin to him that hath a true Faith f 
Is the Offer of Pardon made to no Sinner but him that 
hath already a true Faith ? Or is it the Offer of a Pac- 
tion to any Sinner, whereby the Pardon ot his bin Ihall 
be due to him from God, providing that he on his Part 
fixall get a true Faith toward God, whatever that Faith 
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be '? For though it muft be true according to the Pa&'dfly t 
and diftinguilhed from Counterfeits by afcribing to God 
the Glory of his Grace ihewed in this fame Pa&ion, 
and by being a Principle of future Obedience to God ; 
yet it muft not, it cannot in the Nature of the Thing' 
be the Belief of this/ That God is well pleafed in his 
beloved. Son, by whofe Death he hath reconciled' Sin- 
ners, his Enemies, unto him. This lame Offer of the 
Gofpel has alfo been often fet forth under the Notion of 
an Aft of Indemnity, including all Sinners that accept 
of it by a true Faith and fmcere Repentance : For this 
true Faith includes that .Repentance, as being the Prin- 
ciple of future Obedience; and fo it inritles Sinners to 
the Benefit of the Indemnity. But now this whole 
Matter may be conceived thus. The Gofpel, abating 
the Rigour of the Law, that excluded every one from 
God's Favour, who finned in one Point, promifeth his 
Favour to Sinners, not having a perfeft Righteoufoefs, 
but having a true Faith, and fo doing all that the Gofpel 
requires to make his Favour and the Pardon of Sin due 
to him by this gracious Promife. The Gofpel therefore 
being a Promife of. God's Favour, or of the Pardon of 
Sin, to fincere Faith ; it is inquired, What doth this 
Faith, that the Promife of Pardon and Juffification 
ihould be' made to it? And, upon Inquiry, it is found 
to do this : It. afcribes to God the Glory of his Grace 
manifefted in the Promife made to it, and it is produftive 
of Holinefs, and of Obedience to all the Laws of the 
Gofpel; and therefore the Gofpel makes the Pardon of 
Sin and Juftification due to it. But from. whence came 
all this ? Have we it from the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift ? 
Comes it of Faith in the Blood of the Son of God fhed 
for the Remiilion of Sins ? Or doth it. not rather proceed 
wholly from our own ftrong Inclination to working, in 
oppofition to believing on him that juftifieth the Ungodly,- 
imputing Rigkeoufnefs to him without Works ? Surely 
it was never learned from the Scriptures ; but muft be? 
the Fruit of our own Reafonings perverting the Gofpel 
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fcf Chrift/ ill favour of that Antichriftian Inclination to 
eftabiim pw own Righteoufnefs, For, according to the 
Scripture, Hs'that believeth, 'hath eternal life, becaufe 
he hath the Son of God, in whom that Life is; both it 
and the Title to it being wholly in him, 'raifed from the 
Dead for the Juftification of Sinners.: And he that belie- 
veth not, haih not life, becaufe he hath not him in whom 
that Life is; not having in himfelf the Teftimony of 
God concerning his Son raifed from the Dead, 

'Rem.VJJL When it is faid, that the Gofpel offers 
Pardon to them that have a true Faith, " becaufe by it 
we afcribe to God the Glory duetto him, on account 
of the Manifeftation of his Mercy and Grace toward 
Sinners;" it' may be confidered' what this Mercy and 
Grace is that is glorified by: this Faith, and if it be the 
fame that delivered the Son of God to Death for our of- 
fences, and raifed him again : for our Juftification, For 
the true Grace of God is manifefted toward Sinners, in 
fending the Son of God the Propitiation for the Sins of 
all Sorts of Sinners in the World, .without Difference, 
whom the Father gave unto him to be redeemed from a* 
mong men, and out of every kindred, tongue, and people, 
and nation ; having mercy on whom he would have mercy, 
'and faewing compajjion to whom he would (hew companion* 
God commends his love towards Jtnners, by Chrifi's dying 
for them, while y&fmners, ungodly, without jtrength, 
and enemies to God: For herein is love*, not that we lo- 
ved God, but that he loved us, andfint his Son the propi- 
tiation for our fins. And this is the true Grace of God 
that juftifieth freely,' through the Redemption, that is in 
Chrift the Propitiation, the Ungodly not working, but 
believing; and maketh the curfed Sinner blefied, by im- 
puting to him, without Works, the revealed Righteouf- 
nefs that he believeth. "And this is God's rich Mercy 
that raifes us up with Chrift from under his Wrath abi- 
ding on us, through Trefpaffes and Sins wherein we 
wafked ; and makes us alive with Jjim to live the Lif^ 
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that lies in God's Favour, through Faith that is of hi$ 
Operation, who raifed Chrift from the I>ead; and that 
is given us in the behalf of Chrft, by that "fame Grace 
that gave him to redeem us. There is no true Faitty 
but that whereby we ftand in this true Grace of God: 
And Juftification and Salvation of Sinners is by this Faith 
in the Blood of the Son of God, this Faith in his Righ- 
teoufnefs, that it might be by the Grace that gave the 
Son of Gpd to work that Righteoufnefs for them, and 
flied his Blood for the Remiffion of their Sins. And 
the Faith that gives God the Glory of this Grace, gives, 
him at the fame time the -(Sl^y of his Juftice, puhilh- 
ing Sin, and rewarding per|^ftv]R.ighteoufnefs. 

But all who know the Grace of God in Truth, will 
eafily perceive, that a; Grace,, offering or promifing Par- 
don and Juftification to Sincerity without Perfection, - is 
not this true Grace of God ; that the Faith which glo- 
rifies that Grace, is not true Faith in the Righteoufnefs 
of our God and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; and that the God 
who is glorified on the account of that falfe Grace, 
by that falfe 'Faith, muft be fome falfe God. 

For the true God, in oppofition to every falfe one 
that Men imagine to themfelves, is the juft God and the 
Saviour , the jealous God, fhewing his Wrath againft all 
.Ungodlinefs in the Manifeftation of his,. Love to Sinners * 
the righteous Father, whom the World knows not ; the 
one God, that caufes Righteoufnefs and Salvation fpring 
up together ; that cometli and faveth us with Vengeance, 
and with Recompence, wounding and healing, killing 
and making alive ;. the one God, who condemns Sinners* 
in their own Confciences, by every Tranfgreffion of 
his Law ; and acquits them there by the Blood of Chrift, 
giving them the Anfwer of a good Confcience towarct 
him by his Refurre&ion; the one God both of Jews 
and Gentiles, whom he juftifies by the Faith of a perfect 
Righteoufnefs, eftablifhing his Law that condemned 
both. Thus the Apoftle James fays, we do well, be- 
lieving that God is one* executing Judgment on every 

TranfgreiTipQ 



Tranfgreffion of his perfect Law, and fliewmg the M&V 
cy in faving Tranfgreflors, that is imitated in our doing 
Mercy to the Naked/ and Deftitute of daily Food ; the one 
lawgiver,, who is able. to fave and to deftroy. -Faith be?- 
lieves this one God and Lawgiver, requiring Love to 
'him with all the Heart, Soul, and Strength, and our 
Neighbour as ourfelves, both faving and deftroying ac- 
cording to that; in oppofitioii to any other God, promi- 
fing his Favour to Sincerity, without the Perfection of 
his Law'; and juftifying a Sinner, not having a:perfe6i: 
.Righteoufnefs, but having a true Faith, ,< . 

Faith hears the true' Gody and gives Credit to him, 
who cannot lye, teftifying of his beloved Son raifed from 
the Dead, that he is well pleafed in him, ; whom he hath 
made Jin for us, that we might be made : . the 'right eoufnefs 
of God in him. And this Faith confefled with; the Mouth 
is unfeigned, when the Heart doth not contradict the 
Confeffion of the Mouth, by faying, any thing iucohr 
fiftent with the Truth confefled ; as, that God is not re- 
conciled by the Death of his Son, but his Wrath is yet 
to be turned away from us, and his Favour obtained by 
our having a true Faith; or that the Remiffion of Sins 
is not already granted to the Blood of the Son of God 
in his Refurrection, nor eternal Life given therein, as 
the Reward of his Obedience to the Death; but that it 
is yet to be granted to the Sincerity of our -Faith, and 
that this Sincerity muft give us a Title to it. Yet Since- 
rity thus placed, is moft falfely fo called: For there is 
no godly Sincerity in the Heart of Man, but what 
comes of this Truth, believed there as it is confefled 
with the Mouth, That God is, well pleafed in his belo- 
ved Son, And there is nothing wherein the Heart of 
Man appears more deceitful, than in the Ground of its 
Truft for the Favour of God, for Acceptance with him, 
and for eternal Life. , 

It is hard to conceive, how the Pardon of Sin or Ju~ 
fHfication offered tp them that have a .true Faith, agrees 
witlvwhat is iiud, .$.. 18. of JuftifiQation or Pardon of 
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fitf being merited by ChrifFs Obedience to the Death j 
$nd of our. receiving: Juftifieation by means of his Refill 
reeTion,- and ,of ,the Merits- of Chrift procuring all the 
Bleflmgsof the new Covenant, and of our- afcr-ibing our 
Juftifieation' to the Rightequfnefs of Jefus Chrift,, as the 
only meritorious/Caufe of it ; unlefs we were to take all 
thefe Terms in/ a quite, different Senfe from all that we 
fan learn from the Scripture, of the Effect of Chrift's 
Death, and "Refurrection, and Righteoufnefs. 
: As to meriting and meritorious Caufe, ; the Scr-ipture 
does not trouble us with thefe Terms of the Schools, 
that have, admitted c-f various Senfes, But, according 
to the Offer of JufHficafion to them that have a true 
Faith, there mufl jpe fome. Senfe of Merit, in the having 
of this true Faith ; and Pardon or Juftification fhould ra-. 
ther be aferibed to this Sincerity of Faith, than to Chrift's 
Obedience to the Peath, or to his Refurretion^ or to 
his Righteoufnefs, For in this Cafe it cannot be his On 
bedience to the Death that is imputed to the Believer of 
it for Rjghteoufnefs, but his having true Faith : It is. not 
Chrif^s Righteoufnefs that is imputed without Works. 
to the Believer in forgiving his. Sin, and juftifying him, 
but 'the Sincerity of his Belief of the Promife of Pardon 
to him that hath a true Faith, This is all; the new Co-* 
yenant : And all the Room that is Jeft to the Obedience 
pf the Son pf God to the Death, pr his Righteoufnefs, 
or call it his Merit, in this new Covenant, is, "to procure 
the Ofier of Pardon, and all the Bleffings following 01^ 
it, to him- that hath a true Faith prpdu^ive of finceve 
Obedience^ Peace with God in the Confeience of him 
that is jufiified by this Faith, muft b.e the EfFeft of his 
'Confcioufnefs of having it true ; and not of his being 
perfuaded in his Confeience, that God is reconciled by 
^he Death of his Son, The Anfwer of fuch a Believer's 
Confeience toward God, is not through Clirift's Refurt 
j-qclion, but through the Sincerity of his own Faith. 

When it is laid., that this Faith, " having a necedary: 
ff Regard to the Merits of Ghrift/ excludes all Boafting, 
' l '"" ' " 
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** aha will' prevent biirv looking oii any btnei* gbbci fiift 
*' portions that are the EfFe&s of it,, as -having atiy 
*< thing that can in the way of Mefit ihtMfe 'tis to the 
*' Favour bf Gbd; it cannot appear; that it excludes 
Bbkfting in its own felf ; and it appears hot to prevent 
bur looking on itfelf; ' the Ciuife of thefe bthef good Dif- 
pofitiohsj as having fomethihg hi it that can intitle usio 
the Favour of God; that is offered arid prbmifed to iti 
But the Fait'h that is in Chfift Jfeius> has his RightebuP 
hefs; and that atlbne>- to intitle tis to God's Fairbur^ 
nd in that alone it bokfts. 

If it ihould oe faid/ That Abraham^ Faith tvas in^ 
puted to him for Righteoufnefs> befcatife of its Firmnefs 
and Strength giving Glbiy tb Gbdy wherein it excelled 
as a Pattern of belie'ving ; this would betbdeny^ that the 
fame Thing was imputed for Righteoufnefs to Abrahcmi 
believing, that is alfb imputed to us belieting; and th& 
would be faying/ that we'eannot be juftified by at weak 
and infirm Failh. ; 



Arid Jfo mue'h for the rft-Reafon> why Jii- 
fHfication is offered to him that hath a true Faith. Thel 
fecond is/ Becaufe this Faith will' be a Principle of Ho- 
linefs^ and of Obedienee to the! Laws of the Golpel> 
pi 1.7. ib'i 19,' , : 

That Faith iri the Blbod of the Son of Crody ihed fof 
Remiffion of Sins/ or in the Righteoufiiefs" of our Gocl 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift/ is the only '-Principle' of Holi^ 
iiefs and Obedience to Gbd/ is very mahifeft 'ft bin the 
whole New Teftament.- But whereas it is faid, The' 
Gofpel, in diftinftion from the Law as delivered by 
Mojes, is admirably c'aleulated both for purifying our 
Natures, and for ^ acquitting us from the Condemnation 
our Sins defefve, and that'll makes- fufficient Provifioi* 
for.cbrreffiiig the Depravity of human Nature; it muft 
be obferyed, that this Purifleation of our Natures is ve- 
ty far from holding Pace with our 'Acquitment from 
Condemnation : For there- is no cwdwmaiiQn to them 
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are in Cbrift, "But James,- who fpeaks: of die- Ja- 
tfification that is ; : by Faith Working with our Works, 
:fays of them that. are in Chrift, In many things we offend 
.all. We. are .freed of all 'Condemnation by Faith, but 
.not yet of all the Impurity; of our Natures, no not as 
long as we walk by; Faith. And therefore it muft have 
<fomethmg : elfe to acquit us: of Condemnation, befides 
its being the Principle of Holinefs. 

Speaking "of Faith juftifying a.s the Principle of Holi- 
nefs, we. w.ould t need to fay, how it is fuch. a Principle, 
and what this Holinefs is that proceeds from it. For if 
it believe' that. God is reconciled by the Death of his 
Son, it eaii never lead us 'about to eftablifh : pur- own 
.Righteoufnefs) by any Holinefs or Obedience of ours, 
.nor can it let us think of itfelf intitling us to the. Favour 
of God, as it is the Principle of Holinefs. But a Faith 
.refpecYmg only Promifes made to Duties required of us, 
.as under the Old Teftament, fo under the New ; and 
from its Senfe of the Duty, and Profpeft of the Happi- 
nefs promifed to that Duty, making us obedient, mani- 
feftly'fets us on to obey ; according to that, The man that 
.doth thefe things, /ball live in them, And fo it would 
juftify us, as being that Principle whereby we are of the 
.Works of the Law ; and as many as are led by it, arc 
walking after the Flefh, and not after the Spirit. 

On the other hand, Faith in the Righteoufnefs of 'the 
Son of God, or his Obedience to the Death rewarded 
in his Refurreftion, as alone intitling guilty condemned 
Sinners to a Share with him in that moft glorious Re- 
ward of that moft perfect and divine Righteoufnefs 
wrought for them, operates in the Heart of him that 
believes, by Love to that Righteoufnefs, and to that 
Reward of it; turning him to that Righteoufnefs, as the 
. only Ground of his Hope, and to that Reward of it, as 
all his Salvation and Defire. And in this Change of 
Mind lies that Repentance, which is, turning to God, 
.well pleafed in his beloved Son, from going about any 
way to eflablilh our own Righteoufnefs, and likewife 
v from 



-from fliidying to fulfil the Lufts 'of this World, whereifl 
,we preferred the Enjoy merits; of; this Life to the Favour 
-of 'God, and to the eternal Life that is in Chrift Jefus, . 
.This is that Repentance to which the Jews were called 
from their Self -righteoufnefs, and Love of the Things 
of this World, which led them to crucify their Meffiah. 
.And this is the fame that was teftified, both to them and 
.the Greeks. And this is that fame Change of Mind pro- 
fefled by Paul, .who while he was felf-righteous, was 
.covetous, Phil. iii. 7, 1 1. However Men may be re- 
formed, there is no Repentance toward thejuft Godandtlos 
Saviour without this : Nor is there any other Repentance 
that has any Connexion with Faith toward the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. And no Works but the good Works of the Go- 
ipel, are the Works meet for Repentance ; as in them 
only the Love of God, fending his Son the Propitiation 
for our Sins, is exprefled and imitated ; and as in them 
we deny ourfelves to this Life, for the Life that is the 
Reward of his Righteoufnefs. The Remiffion or blotting 
out of our Sins, is conne&ed with this Repentance; as 
it is impoflible for a Sinner to find his Confcience purged 
.of his Sins by the Blood of Jefus, and.himfelf happy hi 
the Senfe of his Reconciliation with God by that, while 
he is going about to eftablifh his own Righteoufnefs, and 
(in a neceflary Conne&ion with that) is preferring the 
Happinefs of this Life to the Happinefs that lies in the 
Senfe of God's Favour. And therefore thefe two great 
Benefits we have by Jefus Chrift, are connefted in the 
Grant or Gift of them, from him,-- as well as in the 
Promife. 

Again, Faith in the Righteoufhefs of Jefus Chrift, fi- 
niihed in his Death and rewarded in his Refurre&ion, 
worketh by Love to that perfect Obedience he gave to 
the Law, wherewith God has manifefted himfeif well 
pleafed, in railing him from the Dead for the Juftification 
of Sinners. Faith beholding, the Revelation, of God's 
Wrath from Heaven in the Death of the Son of God, 
againft all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufnefs of Men, or 

every 



t 45 1 

every Tranfgreffion of the divine Law, 
to this Revelation ; and fb it creates a high Reipeft and 
Efteem to that perfect Law, from the Curfe whereof th 
Blood of the Son of God redeems us> and by the Obe- 
dience of which he hath procured the Favour of God and 
eternal Life to us Sinners. Faith in the Righteoufnefs 
of Jefus Chrift, proceeds upon the Conviftion of our be- 
ing condemned andcurfed for every TranfgreiTion of the 
perfect Law, that is fummed up in Love to God with 
all the Heart, Soul/ 'and Mind, and Love to our Neigh- 
bour as ourfelves. It goes upon the Conviftion of our 
having forfeited the Favour of God, by every Shortco- 
ming of the PerfecYion required.* and of our being defti- 
tute of all Title to the Life due to Obedienc-e, as ha- 
ving finned, and come Ihort of the Glory of God. And 
when it beholds the fovereign Grace of God and his ; rich 
Mercy making our Freedom from the Cttffe to be through 
'Chrift's being made a Curfe for us, and out only Title 
to Life to be in his perfecl. Obedience fpf Us; it begets 
fuch a Regard in -our Confciences to the Law fulfilled by 
the Son of God, that, looking into that peffecl: Law of 
Liberty, and contimiing fo to do, w6 always find our- 
felves Tranfgreflbrs, by 'every Shortcoming of its Perfec- 
tion, with this Aggravation, that it is a Diiconfofmity to 
that Obedience of Jefus Chrift, by which alone We could 
have any Title to Life ; and that 'his Blood behoved to 
be ihed for the Remiffion of it. And thus Faith, daily 
afking the Remiffion of Sins through the Blood of the 
Son of God, is a Principle of Regard to every Command-* 
ment of God, and to the Perfection of Obedience : For 
upon every Shortcoming of Perfection, he that believes 
mtift be perfected in his Confcience by "QtfHl's Sacrifice, 
in all his ApproaclTes to God ; there being no drawing 
near to him, without the Heart fprinkled from an evil 
Confcience. And without this Perfection, as pertranbg. 
to the Confcience, there is no Holinefs ; nor is there any 
Obedience plealing to God without it. But as -to Laws 
of the Gofpel not requiring Perfection, there are no fucH' 
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Laws, ' Or if the Law of Godi were {landing in the Go? 
{pel, not cornmanding Perfetibn of Obedience to every 
Word of God, but, in ;the- Place of thatj! only what 
might be called fincere' Endeavours ; we could \ not in 
tliat Cafe find ourfelves Sinners, nor needing any. Pardon, 
of Sin,, but in as far as we coiled find ourfelves -void of 
all Welirmeaning Endeavour \ : For where no law is >. -there 
isnotranferefftoh* .':'. ','': V ' r;;r ;' 
; ,; Faith in the Righteoufnefs of; our God and Saviour; Je- 
fus Chrift, is the Principle of Holinefs and Obedience as 
k works by Love to that Truth' believed : ;For we afd 
fancYified by that fame very Truth, . operating upon our 
Hearts according to the Meafure of the Belief of ij-j 
and our Holinefs lies in the Love of that Truth. This 
is the Charity that loves God, manifefted in this 'Truth, 
well pleafed in -his beloved Son*; .that loves all them that- 
are or the Truth, for the fake of the Truth dwelling 
in them; and that is benevolent to all Men,- becaufe 
God will have all men to be faved^ and to > come to the, 
knowledge of the truth, This Charity, that rejoiceth not 
in Unrighteoufnefs, . but rejoiceth with the Truth , teftit 
fying the Righteoufnefs of our God and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, is, in the very leaft Degree of it, the Beginning 
of that Holinefs of the Truth, which grows up,, from 
the Truth believed in the Heart, unto the Perfe&ion 
that it will have, when weihall.no more believe, but 
fhall fee the Son of God as he is; And that Perfection 
of Holinefs will be the Perfe&ion of this : Charity or 
Love; for we are chofen in Chrift^ that we Jhould be 
holy, and without blame, before him in love : Even as the 
Perfelion of the Joy of Charity will be the Perfection 
of Happinefs, joying in God through J-efus Chrift, by 
whom we have received the atonement. . Paul calls this 
Charity, proceeding out of a pure heart, and; of a good 
'confcience, and of faith unfeigned^ the end of the com- 
wandment, - 

This Charity appears efpecially in the Works of Love 
fo. then} 'that are of the Truth or of Faith> and are. fo 
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diffiriguiflied from the World, who hate this Truth, and 
are of the Works of the Law. The Purification of our 
Hearts by Faith comes to this : And from Faith work- 
ing by this Love, Chriftians are denominated Saints. So 
Peter fays, -Seeing ye have purified your fouls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the bre- 
thren^- love one another witha'pure heart fervently. The 
Work and Labour of this Love, fhewed toward Chrift's 
Name in miniftering to the Saints, is Obedience to the 
Lord's new Commandment ; and our Conformity to his 
Obedience lies chiefly in the felf-deriy ing Works of this 
Love to one another, .even as, faith he, J-^have loved you, 
The good Works of the -Gofpel are the Works of Love, 
doing good to all men+ efpecially unto them who are of the 
houfhold of faith. And of thefe Works it is moft evi- 
dent that' JtfWtfj. fpeaks, 'with refpeft to our Juftification 
jn the Judgment, by what he fays of pure: and undefiled 
Religion ; and If a brother orjtfter be naked^ and dejli* 
tute of daily food ; and, He (hall have judgment without 
mercy, that hath done no mercy. By the love of the bre- 
thren, not In word and. in tongue , but in work and 
truth y John would have Believers know, that they 
have eternal Life in Jefus Chrift the Righteous, the Son 
of God, the Propitiation for our Sins, whofe Blood 
cleanfeth us from all Sin : And by this Love, he fays, 
we ihall have boldnefs in the day of judgment. But from 
our Lord's own Account of the Judgment, with refpect 
to the Profeflbrs of the Gofpel, it appears moft mani- 
feft, that it will go upon the Works of this Love, Matth. 
xxv. 3 1. -46. Now, is it the Zeal of thefe good Works 
that prompts Men to labour in confounding our Juftifi- 
cation by them in the Judgment, with the Juftification 
of the Ungodly, by his Faith imputed to him without 
Works? Is their true Faith, which they would fet up 
in the Juftification of a Sinner againft the. Imputation of 
Chrift's Righteoufnefs to him ; is it the Principle of 
thefe good Works . ? I trow not ! 
If by the Laws of the .Gofpel be meant the OrdW 

nances. 
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iianees of Worfhip, with the Rites .afid-.m^ges pertain;* 
ing to the Cpnfefllon of the, Faith and, Practice of the 
new Commandment, which the : Apoftles : delivered to 
the firft Chriftians> teaching them to 'objerve all things 
wbatfo'eyer- the Lord -commanded them ; we fee> . that 
Faith was r from the Beginning the Principle of Obedi* 
ence tothefe.: And the Truth,. That God \swell pka- 
fed in his beloved Son, delivered for our offences,, andrai- 
fed again for our juftification, is fo {ignifiedin thefe, and 
.fo profefled in the Obfervation of them, that .they muft 
be greatly abufed and profaned, if they be done from. 
any other PrinGiple than Faith- in the Righteoulhefs of 
our God and Saviour Jefus 'Chrift. Therefore they {who 
received not. the Love of the Truth, but have gone a* 
bout, under the Chriftian Name, to eftabliih ,their, owfl, 
Righteoufnefs, have not been fatisfied in them, . but 
have changed. the Laws and Ordinances, adding to tliera 
without Meafure, and taking from them; following 
.Tradition, through which. 'the Commandments of God 
are made void, and fo have laboured to make them- 
felves righteous, as did 'the Jews. But.all the Obedif 
ence to the Laws of the, Gpfpel that. proceeds from 
Faith, refpefts the Authority of JEHOVAI? ; cr righteoufc 
nefs. ' ' - 

J . - j . 



juftification in the Sight of .God, is 
made to depend neceflarily on the Validity 'of Defences 
made againft a twofold- Accufation. The Defence, a- 
gainft the firft, viz t Our having finned, is, the Truth 
of our Belief in Chrift, intitling us to the' Pardon or In/* 
demnity promifed through his Merits to all who believe 
in him. And fo we are juftified from this Accufation, 
by the Sincerity of our Faith in him, whatever that 
Faith be, or however it refpeft him, only if it look on- ; 
the Promife of Pardon to him that hath a true Faith, as 
coming to us fome way through his Merits. The De- 
fence againft the fecond Accufation, viz. That our Faith 
is'-falfe and hypocritical, is, our Works juftifying the 
. G " Sincerity 
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Sincerity of our Faith. Now, whatever thefe Works 
be, yet furely they cannot be hypocritical Works, like 
thofe of the Pharifees : -And 'therefore it muft be fincere 
Obedience that juftifies the Sincerity of Faith; And 
thus the Defence againft both Accufations is nothing elfe 
but Sincerity ; and b that alone juftifies us. But where- 
as true Faith acquits us from Condemnation for having 
finned, and Works again clear us from the Charge of 
Infincerity of, Faith, we are Ml as liable to a third. Aer 
cafation, viz. That our Works are hypocritical : And 
what fliall be the Defence againft this Aecufation ? what 

, . . -. . .- , 1*}^ 

{hall juftify us- from this : particular Charge ? and w ; hat 
fliall juftify the Sincerity ' ; of our- Works, upon which 
Hands- the Sincerity of our Faith acquitting us from Con- 
demnation ? 

But- there, is no Law -giving Life to Sincerity without 
Perfeion. Nor is there any Commandment by which 
we could live, but the Commandment which the Son of 
,God received from his Father^ to lay down his Life for 
tis, and take it again-. And this- is^ the Law of Faith : 
For according to this we Ike-; not through what we db> 
but only through whac we believe he did for Sinners, 
according to that Commandment of fbvereign Grace and 
Juftice. 

The Sum of all is, Neither the Sincerity of Faith, 
nor of its Works, juftifies 1 us- Sinners, or makes us jitft in 
the Sight of God ; but onfy the Righteoufhefs of the 
Son or God imputed- to us ; not working, but believing 
it fufficient to juffify us, as is demonstrated ta us in his 
RellirrecYion from the Dead. 

And neither- our unfeigned Belief without its Works> 
nor thefe Wbifc without Faith working with them, can 
juftify us, or manifeft us juft but Faith, working by 
Love to what is believed, wirfi Works of Love'to that, 
with Works- wherein- the Mercy that makes us jufr, is imi- 
tated, manifefts us to be in Chrift, having his Righteouf- 
nefs, and fo juft. Works do not manifeft us jiift, as 
proving the Sincerity of Faith making usjnft ; but Faith> 

doing 
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doing well in believing the one God of Judgment and of 
Mercy, and fheWing itfelf in Works of Love to his 
JRjghteoufheis of Faith, in good Works bearing upon 
them the Likenefs of his Mercy beftowing that Righte- 
oufnefs upon us, who had none, proves and manifests us 
to have that perfeft Righteoufnefs, and fo to be jufc 
By this Faith, thus working with our Works, we come 
to have his Spirit witnefling with our Spirits^ that we ate 
his Children, Heirs, and joint Heirs with Chrift. And 
in the Day when the Secrets of Mens Hearts will be 
judged according to the Gofpel, we ihall by this.be 
found in Chrift having his Righteoufnefs, and fo hav-e 
Judgment with Mercy in that Day. 
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TWO Objections are made tq the foregoing Remarks, 
i . The Scheme fet forth in them : is : Antinomicm* 
and agreeable to the DodVme of the Marrow of modern 
' Divinity. ' 2. An uncharitable Spirit toward thofe who 
'I differ on this Queftion, breathes in the Remarks. 

It is not eafy to perceive where the Charge of Anti- 
'-wmianijmwcR. fix on the Scheme fet forth in the Re- 
; marks ; ; linlefs we fuppbfe that Charge pointed againft it, 
as far as it agrees with the public Standards of the efta- 
blilhed Church, by which the Marrow was condemned 
But then farewel Sincerity, if fueh a Charge comes a-, 
gainft thefe Standards from them who live by their Sub. 
fcription to the Doftrine contained in them, as the Con-i 
feffion of their Faith. At leaft it will not be eafy to 
bear them any more Boafting as they do in Sincerity a* 
gainft the revealed imputed Righteoufnefs of the Gofpel : 
For would it not move Indignation to fee Men holding 
their Statiqn in the World,/ and all their Privileges, by the 
"grofleft Infincerity ; yet contending for Sincerity as the 
Term of Acceptance with God ? 

The fnbfcribed Conf effion of Faith fays, '< Thofe 
whom God effectually calleth, he alfb freely juftifieth* 
Not by infufing Righteoufnefs into them, but by par* 
doning their Sins, and by accounting and accepting 
<f their Perfons as righteous : Not for any thing wrought 
" in them or done by them, but for Chrift's fake alone : 
" Not by imputing Faith itfelf, the Aft of believing, 
" or any other evangelical Obedience to them, as their 
*'_ Righteoufnefs : but by imputing the Obedience and 
te Satisfaftion of Chrift unto them ; they receiving and 
" refting on him and his Righteoufnefs by Faith ; which 
" Faith they have not of themfelves, it is the Gift of 
*' God." Agreeably tP this faith the Larger Catechifm, 
<e Queft. How doth' Faith jitftify a Sinner in the Sight of 
* e God? ditf. Faith jnftifies a Sinner in the Sight of 
*' God, not beeaufe of thofe other Graces which do al? 
*' ways accompany it, or of good Works, that are the 
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Jfc -Fruits of it.; ' rior as if the Grace of Faith", or an 
^thereof, were imputed to him for. his Juftification ; 
" - but only as it is :an Inftrument by which he receivetii . j 
*' and applieth Chrift and his Righteoufhefs." 
' Though the Remarks ufe not this fame Style in de* 
daring how a Sinner is juftified by Faith ; yet it is mani 
f eft the fame very Do&rine is meant to be fet forth, in 
them, as being too evidently oppofed in that Scheme on 
which the Remarks were made. And it is impoffible to 
lay the Charge of Antinomianifm againft any thing; laid 
in the Remarks, but in as far as they can be conceived 
to agree with and to fupport this Do&rine of the Shorter 
Catechilm, which muft be fuppofed to exprefs the Faith 
of all the Members of the Church of Scotland, from .the 
leaft to the greateft, about Juftification. " Queft. What 
" is J unification ? Anf. Juftification is an AS: of God's 
" free Grace, wherein he pardoneth all our Sins, and 
" accepteth us as righteous in his Sight, only for the 
<' Righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to us, and received 
*' by Faith alone," , . 

Let any Man but fet afide what is agreeable to this 
iri the Remarks, in oppofition to the. Scheme remarked 
poii, and he will eafily fee how much more the Law 
of God is eftablilhed by the Remarks, than it is by the 
^Scheme againft which they are made : For that Scheme ( 
too manifeftly makes void the perfect Law, and ib is ' 
'truly Antinomian. \ 

Little did the twelve Brethren, defending the Marrow 
on the- one hand, and the old orthodox Clergy on the 
other, condemning fome truly Antinomian Tenets vented 
in that Book, imagine that they were but giving Occa- 
fion to many that wanted Occafion, to reproach the 
preaching of Chrift's imputed Righteoufnefs with Anlino- 
mmnifm. Thefe Enemies of the great diftinguilhing 
Truth of the Gofpel, rejoiced in the Condemnation of 
the Mar-row, as an excellent -Handle given them againft 
the'Gojpel itfelf, and. a notable Screen to their, Infide- 
lity. And fo we fee, to this Day, they have this Re- 
fie&ion ready to throw out againft the Truth, even 
when fer forth in apportion to their own Anttnomiamjm 

deftroving 
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:<!eftroymg the 'Larir; That it is the condemned Dohine 
of the Marrow.- Thefe Mnifters of the Gofpel> it 
.feems, muft not be thought to oppofe the Truth, but 
Antinmianifml And Antiriomiamjm with them is God's 
Righteoufnefs of Faith, revealed without the Law, and 
imputed to him that believeth without Works theRigh 
teoufhefs of Jefus Chrift. Therefore this Objection from 
them can be no other than that fame made to the Apo 
{lie, Do we then make void the law through faith ? " 

The fecond Objection is, a Charge againft the Writer 
of the Remarks, who was in the firft pointed out as an 
Antinomian Heretic ; while it is impomole to find in the 
Remarks any of the Antinomian Tenets condemned in 
the Marrow of modern Divinity. And now the Charity 
that thinketh this Evil of him, by the Scheme of Juftk 
fication which he fets forih, again obferves, and finds 
Fault with his Difpofition and Temper toward thofe 
who differ from him, as uncharitable, /.. e. unchriftian: 
For certainly, if he have not Charity, he is not a Chrk 
ftian. 

Upon a Review of the Remarks it would appear, 
that he looks on his own Scheme as true, and muft there* 
fore confider the oppofite as falfe. And if he err ia 
this, Charity would labour to undeceive him. 

He not only thinks ftrongly that his Scheme is true, 
but feems pretty confident he is fetting forth God's 
Truth revealed in the Scriptures concerning the Matter 
of the greateft Importance to Men; no leTs than their 
eternal Salvation or Damnation depending upon it. And, 
not holding it as a Matter of doubtful Difputation, but 
ias the Truth by the Knowledge of which God will have 
all men to be faved; he muft, in confequence of this, 
look on the oppofite Scheme as a very great Perverfion 
of the Gofpel, as far as it would pretend to be formed 
upon the Scriptures ; even as the Apoftles looked on the 
Do&rine of thofe pretended Chriftian Teachers, the Ju* 
daizers. But if the Scheme remarked upon be the very 
Truth of God in the Scriptures, from which it pretends 
to be taken; then certainly the Author of the Remark? 
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K> God's Truth concerning the Term of Hens Accept* 
ance with him. And this would be a much greater Evil 
than his not thinking f o well, of any parricixkr rMaii as 
he imagines he deferves. ; -:-; ! ' '.'.*. 

The Remarker leems much perfiiaded, his Scheme c 
Juftification contains the Truth wherewith Charicy reV 
joiceth, and for the, ..fake of which Chriftians loye one 
another : And therefore he cannot, if he have this Cha- 
rity, rejoice in the opp^fite Scheme, nor iii them; who 
maintain it. His Ch^rit^ to them cannot weark in the 
Way of Complacence, but only Benevolenice> "fetdrig 
forth -the Truth to them the beft Way he; canyiwith 
Meeknefs inftru^ing them that oppofe tfeemfelYes, if 
God perad venture will give them Repentance to 'the ac- 
knowledging of the Truth, and that they may recover 
themfelves out of the Snare of the iWil. A&& this is 
what indeed appears to be= fome way aimed at' in the- Re- 
marks. . - . . . -.'\ ' r .; - : :-.' > 

If this be uncharitable, to think of them 'that oppofe 
themfelves ta the Truth, as needing fuch-Rep^niance, 
and as being in the Snare of the Devil ; what thatihalt 
they think of themfelves, when they 1 come tO'- know that 
it is Godi's faving Truth that they- have beerooppofog 2 
When they come to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, 
and awake out of the Snare, they will then fee, that 
they have been conduced in their Oppofition, by that 
Arch^difputer, and Adverlary t& the Truth," the Devil 
But till that be, muft the Believers of the Truth be the; 
more diffident of it, and think the more favourably of 
the Oppofition to it, that jfueh fine Men a^ they are op- 
pofe themfelves to it ? 

Chriftians love one another for the Truths fake,- for 
which the World hates them. - But we have* been much 
dunned with a great Noife and^ Cry for Charity, efpeci- 
ally by thofe who have been moft remarkably oppofing 
the Truth wherewith Charity rejoiceth. And if ^ie 
Truth be taken from us,- how then ihall we love for the 
Truth's fake ? The Charity that is fo loudly called for, 
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in tliisfGafe, imuftfbe Loyj 
to the\World;hating 'the?Truth. Accordingly 1 w.e fee ia 
Fa&, -that?it Appears in- the moft; zealous Prpfeflb'rs of;it,- 
and 1 Contenders for Jt r to, think better ;pf all Men, whe* 
ther called CbriJKans or Heathens, or otherwife, than p 
thofe; who .would contend ' earneftly for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, toward whom it has a moft ma-' 
lignant Afpect , ' . 

But -as this Charity, ' which is of the ^orld, rejoicetfr,' 
not in -the- Truth, nor in^hem that are, of it; fo it may^ 
be charged with great Infineerity, as maintained by them 
whofe: Cpnfeffion of Faith, this is : "Others , not elefted;' 
"/although'; they may be called by the Miniftry of th^ 
ff Word> and may have -fome common Operations of 
" the Spirit, yet they : never truly come to Chrift, ani 
"therefore, .cannot be fayed ; much lefs.can Men riot 
" prof effing the Chriftian Religion, be faved in any p?-: 
** ther ; Way whatfoever, be, they . never lo diligent to 
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'" frame their Lives according to the Light of Nature,- 
<( and the' Law of that Religion which they do profefs. 
" And to aflert and maintain that they may, is very per* 

" niciousj -and to be .detefted." -,]-,,.., 

The Ghriftians of vthe fit- ft Ages looked' on all Mei^ 
not acknowledging the faving Truth, as under theCurfe; 
of God and the Dominion of. the Devil, even as the New 
Teftament-:reprefents. them. . And the. Truth they con- 
fidently prpfefled, ihewed Men to themfelves in fo odi- 
ous a Light, that they were univerfally abhorred for it, 
and are recorded in Hiftory as fubje&ed tp moft exquifite 
Tortures, and doomed- to Executions fingularly cruel, 
for their Hate and Enmity to human Kind. And for this 
their Uncharitablenefs, as it would now be called, they 
were then .thought of as juftly deferving the moft ' exem- 
plary Death. As the fame Truth is fet forth in the Re- 
marks making ftill the fame Account of Mankind, it is 
not to be/wondered at if the fame old Objection ftill 1 ap- 
pear ftanding in the Minds of Men againft it, . ^ 
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